
 Since 1964, Caritas of Austin has had one mission: to 
assist with basic needs for people in times of crisis. 
Caritas envisions a community of hope, respect and 
self-reliance. 
 
Caritas of Austin works to prevent homelessness and 
hunger by assisting low -income community members 
and refugees with their basic needs and promoting 
self-sufficiency. The organization is now one of Travis 
Bntmsxƍr k`qfdrs mnm-governmental sources of 
`rrhrs`mbd- ƐB`qhs`rƐ hr eqnl sgd K`shm vnqc enq knud+
and anyone with a legitimate need is eligible to 
receive help from the group, which is headquartered 
downtown at 611 Neches St. 

Through the Community Kitchen and Food Pantry, 
the Refugee Resettlement Program and other basic 
needs and self-sufficiency services, Caritas will assist 
more than 15,300 Travis County adults and children 
this year. The group also provides services ranging 
from English as a Second Language classes to transi-
shnm`k gntrhmf `rrhrs`mbd- Rs- L`qshmƍr qdedqr l`mx
people who come to us for assistance to Caritas. 
 
If  you would like to help out the work of Caritas, 
okd`rd vqhsd ` bgdbj sn Rs- L`qshmƍr `mc ots ƏB`qhs`rƐ
in the memo line. To learn more about the work that 
Caritas of Austin does in our community, visit the 
fqntoƍr vdarhsd `s vvv-b`qhs`rne`trshm-nqf- 
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A new year is upon us and with it comes a milestone 

for our congregation: the 125th anniversary of St. 

Martin's Evangelical Lutheran Church.  

 

In 1884, a small group of 

families gathered to worship 

together. Now, years later, 

the congregation of St. 

Martin's has shared many 

occasions of worship, 

fellowship, learning and 

service to others, moving 

through three different 

buildings and other 

changes. The coming year 

will bring opportunities to 

come together as a commu-

nity to celebrate our past, 

rejoice in our many blessings 

and explore ways to share 

God's love and blessings with 

others in the future.  

 

The celebration begins on Jan.   

11, the Baptism of Our Lord, 

and culminates on Pentecost, 

May 31. We'll kick off our 

anniversary with a German 

Fest in the gym after the late worship service on Jan. 

11. St. Martin's will host ELCA Presiding Bishop 

Mark Hanson on April 26, with a feast at the Salt Lick 

the day before. On Pentecost, as a new class is 

confirmed, Southwest Texas Synod Bishop Ray 

Tiemann will preach, and a meal will be served.  

 

Music has always been 

integral to life at St. Martin's, 

and an exceptional music 

series will be part of the 

anniversary celebration. The 

esteemed Nordic Choir will 

come to Austin to perform at 

Rs- L`qshmƍr nm L`qbg 14-

Other special gifts of music 

will be offered throughout 

our months of celebration as 

well.  

 

Another special focus of the 

125th anniversary celebration 

is our commitment to come 

together for a specific goal: 

retiring the church's building 

debt early. Such an accom-

plishment will give St. 

Martin's a firmer foundation 

for its future operations.   

 

Please join the congregation 

in celebrating life at St. Martin's and praising God.  Let 

us go together into the next 125 years with a spirit of 

joyful love and service!  

Vdcmdrc`x Mhfgsr `s Rs- L`qshmƍr 
 

Childcare available from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. in Room 207 
 

6:30 to 7:30  Centering Prayer (Rm 329)     Adults 
6:30 to 8   Wednesday Night at Godõs House  Ages 5-10 

       Confirmation (Chapel)       Grades 6-8 

       òBuild-A-Sermonó Study (Parlor)  Adults 

7 to 8     St. Martinõs Choir (Rm 340)     Adults 

8:30 to 9:45  St. Martinõs Ringers (Nave)     Adults 
 

Mothers of Young Children meet Jan. 7 & 21 at 6 p.m. in Rm 230 
 

All classes will resume on Wed. Jan. 7 

 

Jan. 4: Attend our churchõs budget forum  
 

Learn more about St. Martinõs proposed 2009 budget as 

members review our churchõs projected income and expenses. 

Members will meet in Room 230 following the 8:45 a.m. worship 

service, or in the Parlor after the 11 a.m. worship service. All are 

welcome to attend. 
 

Jan. 18: Come to the congregational meeting 
 

Members gather for the churchõs annual congregational meeting 

following the 11 a.m. worship service. The congregation will vote 

on council positions and our benevolence focus groups for the 

year. Before the meeting, members share in a 12:15 p.m. potluck 

in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
 

 

Jan. 20-26: Members on mission in Honduras 
 

St. Martinõs members will spend a week in Honduras as they 

reach out to those in need. Projects during the trip include 

teacher training workshops, mini-Vacation Bible School, building 
shelves and cabinets, painting and other maintenance work. For 

more information about the mission trip, please contact Bunny 

Oliver at boliver80@aol.com. 
 
 
 

Jan. 24: Join in our Caring Ministry Workshop    

Want to learn to care for people who are grieving and reach out 

to others in a distinctively Christian way? On Sat. Jan. 24, St. 

Martinõs will host a Stephen Series Caring Ministry Workshop from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The half-day workshop is designed to enhance 

caregiving skills for participants and help 

congregations expand their caring 

ministries. Registration begins at 8 a.m., 

and refreshments will be served. 

Stephen Ministry is making a significant 

difference in the life of our own congrega-

tion. August 2008 marked the 29th 
anniversary of our beginning Stephen Ministry in 

our congregation. Since then, hundreds of 

people have been cared for through this ministry. If youõre 

interested in being a Stephen Minister, attending the workshop is 

a great way to learn more. Members of St. Martinõs are invited to 

attend the workshop free of charge. Please pre-register with Leah 

Pasch at 444-7628 or e-mail leah_pasch@yahoo.com. 
   

Jan. 25: Tracking our stateõs German heritage 
 

UT Professor Hans Boas will teach two Adult Forum sessions 

about German immigration and language in Texas on Jan. 25 & 
Feb. 1. Charles Oertli, chairman of the churchõs 125th Anniver-

sary Committee, will lead the Adult Forum in a stroll down memory 

lane ñ the history of St. Martins, anecdotes, legends and an 

occasional fact ñ on Jan. 11 and 18. 

THIS MONTH @ ST. MARTINõS 

 

April 5-11 

Holy Week 
 

April 12 

Easter Sunday 
 

April 25-26 

Anniversary Celebration 

 Festivities at the Salt Lick and 

 Sunday worship with ELCA  

 Bishop Mark S. Hanson 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Caritas of Austin is our benevolence focus for January 

Rs- L`qshmƍr adf`m sgd

bgtqbgƍr khstqfhb`k xd`q

on Nov. 30 by  

welcoming our  

newest members into 

the congregation 

p {ǘΦ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ƴŜǿŜǎǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ !ŘǾŜƴǘΣ 
which marked the start of the new liturgical year.  

Celebrating 125 years  
hm sgd khed ne sgd Rs- L`qshmƍr bnlltmhsx 

2  Wednesday Lenten Vespers 

   & Dinners Begin 
 
 

25 Luther College Nordic Choir 

   in Concert at St. Martinõs 
 

MARCH 

 

Anniversary celebration kicks 

off Jan. 11 with òGerman Festó 
 

Celebrate the founding of our church with a 

fun-filled salute to St. Martinõs German 

roots. Join us for òGerman Festó in the gym 

after the 11 a.m. worship service on Jan. 11 

as we enjoy an afternoon of fellowship, 

music and food. St. Martinõs Symphonic 

Winds, led by Dale Elmshaeuser, will fill the 

air with polkas and waltzes, and an 

accordionist will play dance tunes. Our 

menu for the event will feature traditional 

German dishes that everyone will enjoy. 

 Purchase your tickets in advance: $7 for 

adults or $3 for children 10 and younger. 

The maximum cost per family is $20. 

 You may buy tickets in the church office on 

weekdays or in the Narthex on Sun. Jan. 4. 


