
 
 

Nov. 22 & 23: Women & Fair Trade Craft 
Sale and Cultural Event comes to St. Martinõs  
 

St. Martinõs welcomes the Women & Fair Trade Craft Sale and 

Cultural Event this month in preparation for the holiday season. 

Fair hours are Sat. Nov. 22 from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Sun. Nov. 

23 from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Get started on your Christmas 

shopping with purchases of fairly-priced items made by global 

artisans. The event also features a screening of the film 
òMorristownó and a discussion with Anne Lewis, a film producer.  
 

Nov. 9: Communion class for all ages 
 

Communion class for children of all ages and their parents will be 

Sun. Nov. 9 from 12:15 to 2 p.m. in the Parlor. Lunch will be 

provided. Contact Sharolyn Browning for more information or sign 

up on the Child & Family Ministry bulletin board. 
 

Nov. 9: Congregation honors its veterans 
 

The St. Martinõs community gathers in the Fellowship Hall to 

honor its veterans on Sun. Nov. 9 at 10 a.m. Come for this 

reception as we applaud the military service of our members. 
 

Nov. 16 & 23: New member classes begin 
 

St. Martinõs invites those interested in membership to attend a 

two-session orientation on Sun. Nov. 16 and 23 at 10 a.m. New 

members will be received by the congregation on Sun. Nov. 30. 

Vdcmdrc`x Mhfgsr `s Rs- L`qshmƍr 
 

Childcare available from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. in Room 207 
 

6:30 to 7:30   Centering Prayer (Room 329)    Adults 

6:30 to 8    Wednesday Night at Godõs House  Ages 5-10 

        Confirmation (Chapel)       Grades 6-8 

        Opening the Book of Faith (Parlor) Adults 

        St. Martinõs Choir (Room 340)    Adults 

8 to 9:30    St. Martinõs Ringers (Nave)     Adults 
 

 

No classes or rehearsals will be held on Wed. Nov. 26 

Ldladq Lhkdrsnmdr `s Rs- L`qshmƍr 
 

BAPTISMS 

u Sept. 21: Aurora McCoy, daughter of Mindy & Chris Lado 

u Sept. 28: Suvi Lee, daughter of Casey & Heikki Laukkanen 

u Sept. 28: Hattie Fischer, daughter of Leslie & Matthew Tippens 

u Oct. 12: Alexandria Ligon, daughter of Rebecca & Kyle Ligon 
 

BIRTHS 

u Oct. 2: Twins Julian Craig and Audrey Elizabeth, son and 

daughter of Mari Lee and Craig Chartier 
 

WEDDINGS 

u Oct. 18: Tracy Ten Cate and Xavier Casillas  
 

SYMPATHIES     
u Sept. 22: Alda Williamson   

u Sept. 20: Werner Pfluger 

Freeze Night Shelter is our  

November benevolence focus  
  

Each night in Austin, many people seek shelter in one of the facilities 

across the city. When temperatures drop to freezing, the need for 

shelter grows. At those times, Front Steps, a local homeless 

organization, asks area churches to open up their doors for the night 

to men and women seeking shelter from the cold.  

 
Last year, St. Martinõs offered our gym as a shelter for 25 men on any 

Friday that the temperature dipped below freezing. We gave them 

dinner and breakfast, a warm place to sleep, conversation and 

Christian hospitality. St. Martinõs opened its doors three times last year 

and the men who came were very appreciative. This year, we are 

hoping to offer the same hospitality and increase our numbers. Your 

benevolence donations in the month of November will help provide the 
necessary food, supplies and blankets needed for this program. 

 

We also need volunteers who can prepare and serve meals, stay 

overnight and clean up. If you would like to serve in this way, please 

contact Pr. June Wilkins and let her know how youõd like to help. If you 

would like to donate to St. Martinõs Freeze Night Shelter, write a check 

to the church and put òFreeze Shelteró in the memo line. 

 

Rs- L`qshmƍr Bkn`jr 
 

During the month of November, 
please join the children and youth of 

St. Martinõs Ev. Lutheran Church and 

School as they share coats and 

blankets with those in need. 

Throughout the month, we are 

collecting new or gently used 

blankets, coats and cold weather 
gear. These items will be distributed 

through Coats for Kids, Mobile Loaves and Fishes and our Freeze 

Night Shelter. Look for donation bins in the church hallways. This drive 

is a response to a great community need and a way to honor the 

legacy of St. Martinõs namesake, St. Martin of Tours. 

7  Second Sunday in Advent  

  Ice Cream & Reflection 
 

9  Christmas Luncheon 
 

14 Third Sunday in Advent 
 

21 Fourth Sunday in Advent 

  5 p.m. Eine Deutsche Feier  

   German Christmas Service 
 

24 Christmas Eve 

  4 p.m. Childrenõs Christmas 

   Eve Eucharist 

  7 & 10 p.m. Candlelight   

   Eucharist. Special Music   
   at 6:30 & 9:30 p.m. 
 

28 One Service At 11 a.m.  

   No early service today 

4  Epiphany 

11 Baptism of Our Lord 
  125th Anniversary Kick Off 

18 Congregational Meeting 

Remembering our churchõs history 
  

There is very little history recorded for St. Martinõs from 1884 to 
1913. The roster of pastors numbered five during that period, 

with the longest tenure being that of Pastor H.J. Romberg, who 

served for 11 years. Rev. Romberg also was the organist for the 

congregation, and heõd scurry from the pulpit to the choir loft to 

supply the church with music. 

 

Rev. Romberg saw a need for the church to switch to English for 
the benefit of the children in Sunday School. He won an appeal to 

the Synod for an appropriation of $400 to extend a call for an 

assistant pastor. There was a young man in Nebraska who was 

trying to decide whether to play professional baseball or enter the 

ministry. Upon receiving the call from Austin, he decided to help 

lead St. Martinõs. His name was Frederick G. Roesener. The year 

was 1913 and it was the beginning of a new era for our church. 

 

Watch for more history in next monthõs newsletter 

Rs- L`qshmƍr f`sgdqdc nm Nbs- 4 enq hsr
annual Blessing of the Animals. 

More than 100 pets from turtles to 
terriers took part in this lively  
dmbntmsdq vhsg Fncƍr knud- p Associate Pastor June Wilkins blesses Marrah, a Basenji who lives with owners Tony 

ŀƴŘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜ .ƻƴƴŜƳŀΦ aŀǊǊŀƘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ƛƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ {ǘΦ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ŀǘ 
the 11 a.m. service on St. Francis Day. 

Sgd rd`rnm ne sg`mjetkmdrr hr gdqd `mc sgdqdƍr mn adssdq shld sn jhmckd ` gd`qs ne
gratitude. During this month in the life of our church, we look toward  
Thanksgiving as a time to reflect upon the goodness of God that we 
witness together as a community of faith.  
 
Rs- L`qshmƍr vhkk bdkdaq`sd hsr `mmt`kWELCA ThankOffering  
Weekend on Nov. 22 and 23, which coincides with the final 
edrshu`k ne sgd bgtqbgƍr khstqfhb`k xd`q+ Bgqhrs sgd Jhmf Rtmc`x- 
Our observance of ThankOffering Weekend is a special time set 
aside for members to express gratitude for the blessings in their 
lives. Monetary gifts made to WELCA during this time are dedicated 
to supporting national, synodical and local ministries that range from 
combating poverty to raising awareness about domestic violence. 

      Hsƍr drodbh`kkx ehsshmf sg`s Bgqhrs Sgd Jhmf Rtmc`x bnhmbhcdr sghr xd`q vhsg sgd
ThankOffering tradition because both occasions mark an opportunity 

for our community to give thanks for the daily presence of God in our 
lives. These events also serve as wonderful backdrops for the arrival 
of Thanksgiving later in the week on Nov. 27.  
 
Hm sghr rd`rnm ne fq`shstcd+ Rs- L`qshmƍr `mc ntq eqhdmcr `s Rs-
C`uhcƍr Dohrbno`k Bgtqbg g`ud cdbhcdc sn dwoknqd mdv v`xr ne
o`qsmdqhmf sn dwsdmc Fncƍr knud sn nsgdqr- @esdq xd`qr ne gnkchmf `

joint Thanksgiving Eve worship service, Pr. Craig Sommer and Rev. 
David Boyd instead have decided to change directions and focus their 

efforts on pursuing  new and different opportunities for working together 
in the coming year ahead.  

NOVEMBER 
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March 25 

Nordic Choir Concert 
 

April 25 & 26 

125th Anniversary Celebration 

Festivities and worship with 

ELCA Bishop Mark S. Hanson 
 

May 30  

Anniversary finale and worship 

with Synod Bishop Ray Tiemann 

THIS MONTH @ ST. MARTINõS 

p The Women & Fair Trade Craft Sale and Cultural Event each year 
attracts shoppers across the city with gifts and other fairly-traded 
items created by artisans from across the world. 

Nov. 23 
ThankOffering Sunday 

 

Nov. 22 & 23 

Women & Fair Trade Craft 
Sale and Cultural Event 

 

Nov. 26 
No Thanksgiving Eve 

Worship Service 

2  All Saints Sunday 

  Daylight Savings Time Ends 

   Set clocks back one hour 
 

9  Veterans Day Celebration 

  Communion Class 

  Ice Cream & Reflection 
 

11 Saintly Seniors Luncheon 
 

22 & 23 
  Women & Fair Trade Event 

23 Christ The King Sunday 

  ThankOffering Sunday 
 

26 No Thanksgiving Eve Service     

30 First Sunday in Advent Kindle a heart of  thankfulness 
Reflect this season on the goodness that comes 
through our shared life together as a community of faith  

DECEMBER JANUARY 

SAVE THE DATE 
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