
5   Palm Sunday 
 

9   Maundy Thursday            
 

10  Good Friday 
 

12  Easter Sunday 
 

25  Open Forum & Reception  

    with ELCA Presiding   

    Bishop Mark Hanson 

   Anniversary Celebration 

    Festivities at the    

    Salt Lick Restaurant      
 

26  Sunday worship     

    with Bishop Hanson 

APRIL MARCH 

ST. MARTINõS NEWS 
M A R C H  2 0 0 9  V O L  5 6 ,  N O  1 I 

1   New Member class begins

   Conspirare Concert 
 

3   Women of the Church       

    Workday       
 

4   Lenten Vespers and   

    Dinners Begin           
 

7-8  Austin CROP Walk  

 

10  Mop & Hammer                   

   Circle Meetings      

    Saintly Seniors Luncheon 
 

25  Nordic Choir Concert 
 

28-29 Conspirare Concert 

Habitat for Humanity  is our March Benevolence Focus  
Almost 60,000 Austinites live in substandard or 
overcrowded housing. Bills are juggled from one 
month to the next, families go without necessities and 
communities deteriorate. Austin Habitat 
for Humanity gives families who have no 
other hope of ever owning their own home 
the opportunity to achieve their dreams of 
a place to call home. 
 
Homeowners are selected by local affili-
ates based on need, ability to repay a no-
profit, no -interest mortgage and willing-
ness to partner with Habitat by investing 
Ərvd`s-dpthsxƐ gntqr hmsn sgd bnmrsqtbshnm
ne sgdhq gntrdr `mc nsgdqrƍ gntrdr- Sgdhq lnqsf`fd
payments then contribute to a Fund for Humanity, 
which provides the money to build more houses.  

Enq sgd o`rs 0/ xd`qr+ Rs- L`qshmƍr ldladqr g`ud
joined together with other Lutherans to build homes 
in Austin.  Our next Habitat Build will be an ecumeni-

cal build, meaning we will be working 
with people of other faith denomina-
tions. We hope to begin this build some-
time in the fall.  Hands on volunteers are 
needed for this and financial contributions 
are also necessary. It takes money to build 
houses and donations are essential. 
During  March, our benevolence gifts will 
be given to Habitat for Humanity specifi-
b`kkx enq sgd gntrd vdƍkk athkc- 
 

To contribute to our Habitat for Humanity Build, 
vqhsd ` bgdbj sn Rs- L`qshmƍr `mc ins ƏG`ahs`sƐ hm sgd
memo line. 

Godõs  Work & 

 Our Hands in  

Honduras 

t School children 
in Honduras  
gather around St. 
aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ 
Sharolyn Browning 
as she lead them in 
a bilingual lesson 
ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ  
A team of 12 from 
{ǘΦ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ǘƻƻƪ 
part in the trip to 
Juticulpa, which is 
home to Colonia 
Solidaridad. 

5/23 Confirmation Banquet   
 

5/31 Confirmation Sunday    

    and worship services  

    with SWT Synod Bishop 

    Ray Tiemann 

 

6/14 Vacation Bible School  

    Make plans to join us  

    for a week of fun as we 

    grow together in faith   
 

7/22 National Youth Gathering   

    Senior High Youth travel to  

    New Orleans for the ELCAõs 

    triennial gathering 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Vdcmdrc`x Mhfgsr `s Rs- L`qshmƍr 
 

Childcare available from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. in Room 207 
 

6:30 to 7:30  Centering Prayer (Rm 329)     Adults 
6:30 to 8   Wednesday Night at Godõs House  Ages 5-10 

       Confirmation (Chapel)       Grades 6-8 

       Lenten Study (Parlor)       Adults 

7 to 8     St. Martinõs Choir (Rm 340)     Adults 

8:30 to 9:45  St. Martinõs Ringers (Nave)     Adults 
 

Mothers of Young Children meet Mar. 4 & 18 at 6 p.m. in Rm 230 
 

Wednesday Lenten Vespers & Dinners begin March 4 

Ldladq Lhkdrsnmdr `s Rs- L`qshmƍr 
  

SYMPATHIES 
 

u Jan. 18:  Mildred Haehnel 

u Jan. 27:  Harry Jaster 

MUSIC @ ST. MARTINõS 

Feb. 28 & Mar. 1, 28, 29 Conspirare concerts   
 

St. Martinõs will host Austinõs Conspirare for several engagements 

this spring. For tickets, visit www.conspirare.org. 

u Sat. Feb. 28: Enjoy Rachmaninovõs VESPERS at 8 p.m. and take 
part in a choral conversation beginning at 7 p.m. with Margaret 

Perry, the Austin Lyric Operaõs director of education. 

u Sun. March 1: The group performs òAmerican Songs and 

Spiritualsó for one show only at 2:30 p.m.  

u Sat. & Sun. March 28 & 29: Conspirare performs Handelõs 

MESSIAH on Saturday at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday at 2:30 p.m. Before 

the concerts, join in a choral conversation with Margaret Perry as 

she leads discussions about the life and music of Georg Frideric 
Handel. 

 

March 1 & 8 Sharing the gift of music in worship 
   

u Sun. March 1: St. Martinõs Ringers play at 11 a.m., and Mark 

Henderson visits St. Martinõs and plays bagpipes at both services. 

u Sun. March 8: Symphonic Winds conducted by Dale Elmshaeuser 

play at 11 a.m. 

March 25 Sacred music with the Nordic Choir 
 

u Wed. March 25: The Nordic Choir, the flagship choral ensemble 

of Luther College, performs at St. Martinõs at 8:15 p.m. as part of 

our churchõs 125th anniversary celebration. The Nordic Choir, a 

national choral treasure that was led for 57 years by Weston Noble, 

is now under the direction of conductor Dr. Craig Arnold. Purchase 

tickets online at http://luthertickets.universitytickets.com and listen 
to samples of the Nordic Choirõs performances by visiting the 

groupõs website at www.music.luther.edu. 

p Grammy Award-nominated Conspirare comes to sing at 
{ǘΦ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ aŀǊŎƘΦ 

p ¢ƘŜ ŜǎǘŜŜƳŜŘ bƻǊŘƛŎ /ƘƻƛǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ {ǘΦ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ нр ŀǎ 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ мнрǘƘ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

Imagine a Vacation Bible School without months of preparation, where the coordinators didnõt speak the same language  
 

 

as the children, and where there are no working bathrooms! Thatõs exactly what members of St. Martinõs experienced in our trip 

to Honduras last month. Twelve people from Austin and other parts of Texas took a week-long field trip to Juticulpa, Honduras to conduct an 

abbreviated Vacation Bible School full with story-telling, crafts, games and music. St. Martinõs and other Austin congregations began working 

with the Colonia Solidaridad in Honduras more than nine years ago. Through the efforts of many members over the years and Austin Helps 

Honduras, the Colonia is a community of more than 100 families with an elementary school at the center. Over 150 children joined us for 

three days hearing the Godly Play stories of the Great Family, the Good Shepherd and Baptism. The Honduran scholarship students (who 

many of St. Martinõs members support) served as leaders for the crafts, games and music. The mood in the Colonia was festive, fun and full 

of the Holy Spirit, proving that working bathrooms are not a requirement for sharing Godõs love! The team from St. Martinõs that traveled to 

Honduras included Alfrieda & Glen Anderson, Brandon Baschnagel, Cody Bashnagel, Sharolyn Browning, Rowena Hardy, Jennifer Lingvai, 

Berta Menn, Bunny Oliver, Ann Robinette, Sid Walston and June Wilkins.  

@r Rs- L`qshmƍr bnmshmtdr hsr 014sg `mmhudqr`qx
celebration, we now turn our attention to the season 
of Lent. Throughout the years, our community 
traditionally has marked this time by focusing on  
prayer, reflection and study. The Lenten season is an 
hlonqs`ms shld enq Bgqhrsh`mr- Hs qdlhmcr tr ne Idrtrƍ
40 days alone in the wilderness, and it marks the 
period in the life of the church that leads up 
sn Bgqhrsƍr cd`sg nm sgd bqnrr- Inhm tr
for these events as we journey 
together through Lent:  
 

Lenten Vespers and Dinners  
Wednesday Nights from March 4 through April 1 
 

Inhm Rs- L`qshmƍr enq ` rnto `mc r`k`c
fellowship meal at 5:30 p.m. and an 
evening liturgy with drama and prayer at 
6:30 p.m. as we come together throughout Lent.  
 

Wednesday Night Adult Lenten Study 
March 4 through April 1 at 7 p.m. in the Parlor 
 

Pastor Craig Sommer leads a session on Ə3/ C`xr
vhsg sgd Knqcƍr Oq`xdq+Ɛ one of the latest titles in the 

ƏAnnj ne E`hsgƐ series. The Adult Education Commit-
tee has these books available for $10 in the office. 
 

Sunday Adult Forum Lenten Study 
March 1 through April 5 at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall  
 

Jana Strukova, assistant professor of Christian 
Education and Formation at @trshmƍr Rdlh,

nary of the Southwest, will lead the March 
and April 5 sessions of our Sunday 
Adult Forum as the group focuses 
nm ` Əm`qq`shud `ooqn`bgƐ sn qd`chmf
the Bible. This was one of the  
ldsgncr Rs- L`qshmƍr ldladqr
qdbdmskx chrbtrrdc hm ntq ƏAnnj ne
E`hsgƐ vhmsdq rstcx- Sghr sxod ne

reading uses human experience and per-
sonal stories as an interpretative lens for 

dmf`fhmf Rbqhostqd- Hsƍr bnmudqr`shnm`k `mc hs
invites people to share. Participants learn to draw 
connections between their life stories and the Scrip-
stqdƍr sgdldr- Vdƍkk trd ` u`qhdsx ne m`qq`shud `o,
proaches in class, which will help us see ourselves as 
interpreters, rather than just consumers, of the Bible. 

St. Martinõs marks the 

Lenten season by turning 

our attention to prayer, 

reflection and study 

Beginning our Lenten journey  
Rs- L`qshmƍr needqr noonqstmhshdr sn rstcx `mc fqnv sghr rd`rnm 
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Click here for Austin 
Habitat videos  
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