
 

7/21-26 
       National Youth Gathering  

       Senior High Youth travel  

     to New Orleans 
 

8/2  St. Martinõs Stephen                                    
     Ministry  Anniversary 
 

9/9   Choir Rehearsals Resume 
 

9/13  Jubilee Sunday  

     Sunday classes resume  

     and our new year begins  
 

10/4  Blessing of the Animals 
 

10/15  SMORES Big Bend Trip 
 

10/25 Reformation Sunday 

LOOKING AHEAD JUNE 

2   Women of the Church   

    Workday 
   

9   Mop & Hammer     

   WELCA Circle Groups 
 

14  New Stephen Ministers   

    commissioned                  

14-18 
   Vacation Bible School  

    Make plans to join us  

        for a week of family fun 

    as we grow in faith    
 

21-26            
   Confirmation Camp  
 

23  Stephen Ministry 
 

28  Saintly Seniors Movie 

THIS MONTH @ ST. MARTINõS 

 

June 3 Summer of  sex (education, that is...) 
 

 If you really knew what God has to say about sex beyond "thou 

shalt noté," would it change what you say to your friends, sisters 
and children? Join the Mothers of Young Children Circle for dinner 

and fellowship on Wednesday nights this summer for an adult look 

at sexual relationships. These five nights will include Bible study with 

Pastor June Wilkins on June 3 and July 1, professional speakers and 

a movie night. Classes are open to women who want to learn more 

about these topics, not just mothers. Please bring a friend! Weõll 

meet in Rm 230 for dinner at 6 p.m. and discussion at 7 p.m. Arrive 

as traffic allows. Our class meeting dates are June 3, July 1 & 15 
and Aug. 5 & 19. Contact Carey Henderson at 627-4706 or email 

mommycarey@sbcglobal.net. 

 

June 14-18 Vacation Bible School for all ages 
 

Our annual Vacation Bible School is back at St. Martinõs with 

òDiscovery Canyon: Explore the Wonders of the Word.ó The program 

includes classes, activities and fun for children and adults alike. Sign 

up for VBS in the elevator lobby on Sundays or register online at 

www.saintmartins.org. The general schedule for our Vacation Bible 

School sessions will be: 

5 to 5:45 p.m. Meal in Fellowship Hall 
5:45 to 6:10 p.m. Opening for all in the Sanctuary 

6:15 to 8:15 p.m. Adult Class in Fellowship Hall 

8:15 p.m. Closing songs and prayers in the Sanctuary 

 

June 21-26 Summertime confirmation camp 
 

Eighteen of St. Martinõs 6th, 7th and 8th Graders will head off for 

Camp Chrysalis to learn about Godõs love and grow in their faith. For 

more information, contact Erika Rorer, Youth & Family Minister, at 

erorer@saintmartins.org. 

 

July 21-26 ELCA National Youth Gathering 
2  

St. Martinõs will send 24 of its 9th-12th Graders and five adults 

to the ELCA National Youth Gathering in New Orleans. The 
week will be filled with 

worship, learning, 

service and 

more. During their stay 

in Louisiana, our youth will 

participate in service projects to assist 

others in the area. In order to do this outreach work, the ELCA 

needs your donations. To learn more about the ways to help, visit 
http://archive.elca.org/scriptlib/DS/giving/youthgiving_gift.asp. 

 

Aug. 2 Stephen Ministry celebrates 30 years 
 

St. Martinõs Stephen Ministry celebrates its 

30th year of care and service on Sun. Aug. 

2. Our church includes about 35 active 

members of this ministry team. On Sun. 

June 14, St. Martinõs will commission its 
newest Stephen Ministers who include: 

Jason Boulette, Robert Friedrich, Tom Friedrich, 

Betsy Kitzman, Julie Ray, Wyn & Anna Speir, and Jim 

Volkema. 

ST. MARTINõS NEWS 
J U N E ,  J U L Y  &  A U G U S T  2 0 0 9  V O L  5 7 ,  N O  2 

Rev. Craig Sommer will retire Aug. 2 after 30 years in ministry  
òSt. Martinõs Newsó changes its format 
 

The church newsletter that youõre now reading is the last edition 

St. Martinõs will print and mail in a large, tabloid-sized format. 

Instead, a condensed version of the newsletter will be available 

each month beginning in September at the Welcome Center. This 

change lets St. Martinõs save money as it helps our congregation 
follow its vision of becoming a ògreeneró church. 

 

As always, our members will continue to receive weekly òUpdates 

from St. Martinõsó in their email inboxes. Whatõs more, weõll also 

be introducing a new monthly electronic newsletter this fall to 

help keep the congregation connected and informed. Please 

update your email address with Yolanda Alvarez in the church 

office at yalvarez@saintmartins.org or 476-6757. 

After serving 30 years as a pastor, Rev. Craig Sommer 
will retire on Aug. 2. As he transitions from his role as 
rdmhnq o`rsnq+ Rs- L`qshmƍr Bgtqbg Bntmbhk vhkk adfhm
having conversations about the future and how we 
b`m adrs bnmshmtd ntq lhrrhnm ne rg`qhmf Fncƍr knud
with others.  
 
Rnlldq+ vgn g`r rdqudc `r Rs- L`qshmƍr rdmhnq o`rsnq
for four years, says his decision to retire will give him 
more time with his wife Debbie and their family, 
vghbg mnv hmbktcdr ehud fq`mcbghkcqdm- ƏH vhkk dminx
an extended Sabbath and catch up on personal pro-
idbsr sg`s g`ud addm nm gnkc enq snn knmf+Ɛ Rnlldq
says. 

As the Church Council begins to discuss ideas for St. 
L`qshmƍr chqdbshnm `mc etstqd+ hs vhkk ad `rrhrsdc ax sgd
ELCA Southwest Texas Synod. The Synod helps 
guide congregations in times of transition and helps 
facilitate the process of matching churches with pas-
tors. 
 
Rnlldq r`xr gdƍr bnmehcdms ne Rs- L`qshmƍr aqhfgs et,
stqd `gd`c- Ə@ksgntfg vd e`bd rnld bg`kkdmfhmf eh,
m`mbh`k shldr+ Rs- L`qshmƍr hr hm ` fnnc ok`bd+Ɛ gd r`xr-
ƏMdv ldladqr bnmshmtd sn ehmc ` gnld gdqd- Ntq
talented staff provides rich experiences that build a 
strong sense of community, and our school is doing 
udqx vdkk-Ɛ 

Vacation Bible School draws in the entire congregation   
Xntƍqd hmuhsdc sn dwoknqd sgd vnmcdqr ne sgd Vnqc
eqnl Itmd 03 sn 07 `s ƏChrbnudqx B`mxnmƐ U`b`shnm
Bible School. Our all-ages VBS program begins at 5 
p.m. with a meal in the Fellowship Hall before we 
transition to our nightly activities from 5:45 to 8:15 
p.m. Register for VBS in the elevator lobby or 
sign up online at www.saintmartins.org.  
 
For all children Nursery care is avail-

able for children 2 and younger. For 
children 3 years to 5th Grade, there 
will be stories,  science projects,  crafts 
and games. 
 

For all adults Our Adult VBS Class focus is 

`c`osdc eqnl sgd annj ƏRohqhst`k K`mcrb`odƐ ax
James L. Resseguie. Through a study of the Gospel of 
Luke, we will reflect on the physical terrain of the Jor-
dan, desert, sea and mountains as places of spiritual 
`v`jdmhmf- Nm Rtm- Itmd 03+ Rhrsdq G`mm`g NƍCnm`,
hue from Seton Cove will lead a discussion about 

ƏSgd Cdrdqs E`sgdqr `mc Lnsgdqr-Ɛ K`sdq hm sgd vddj+
vdƍkk gd`q eqnl rodbh`k ftdrsr hmbktchmf9 Ldkhrr`
Ydmsfq`e+ V`sdq1Sgqhud: Ihl Vnnc`qc+ ` Rs- L`qshmƍr
member, photographer and Big Bend congregant; and 
Carolyn Kelley, who will speak about the connections 

adsvddm m`stqd `mc ` bghkcƍr m`stq`k rdmrd ne
play.  

 
VBS Meals All are invited to our  

Opening Night Potluck on Sun. June 
14 at 5 p.m. Meal tickets are $3 per 
night on Monday through Thursday, 

or you may purchase for $10 a four-
night meal pass for each member of 

your family. Tickets are available in the ele-
vator lobby on Sundays or they may be purchased 

during the week of VBS. 

 
For more information about this special event, please 
contact Sharolyn Browning, Child & Family Minister, 
at sbrowning@saintmartins.org or 476-6757. 

p ELCA Presiding Bishop 
Mark Hanson meets 

ǿƛǘƘ {ǘΦ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ȅƻǳǘƘΣ 
including (left to right) 

Robin Daemmrich, 
Robert Lanning and  

Garrett Satran. 
 

u {ǘΦ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
enjoy a milk and cookie 

feast with Bishop 
Hanson. 

t Our party at 
The Salt Lick in 
Driftwood drew 
the congregation 
out for barbecue, 
music and fun 
with friends. 
Music by Jazz 
Sunday inspired 
members to form 
a conga line as 
they danced 
around the 
pavilion. From 
front to back are 
Zachary Buerger, 
Jake Harkins, 
Cailin McElrath, 
Julie Ray, Terrie 
Jordahl and 
Gabby Buerger. 

Rs- L`qshmƍr l`qjdc hsr 014sg @mmhudqr`qx
on April 25 & 26 with a visit by ELCA  
Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson and a 

barbecue for members and friends 
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http://archive.elca.org/scriptlib/DS/giving/youthgiving_gift.asp

