
 ST. MARTINõS NEWS 

Capital Area Food Bank is our  

December benevolence focus  
  

The Capital Area Food Bank is a local non-profit that 
provides food to human service agencies that serve 
those in need across Central Texas. Nearly one in five 
adults and one in four children in Texas live in 
poverty and cannot meet their basic nutritional 
needs.  
 
The food bank, which opened in 1981, distributes 
more than 16 million pounds of food and grocery 
products each year to partner agencies such as soup 
kitchens, church food pantries, family crisis shelters, 
hospice programs and low-income daycare facilities. 
These agencies, in turn, help thousands of people 
receive food assistance each year. 
 
He xntƍc khjd sn l`jd ` fhes sn sgd ennc a`mj+ okd`rd
vqhsd ` bgdbj sn Rs- L`qshmƍr `mc hmbktcd ƐB`ohs`k
@qd` Ennc A`mjƐ hm sgd ldln khmd- Enq dudqx #1
fhudm+ sgd ennc a`mj b`m oqnuhcd 00 ld`kr- He xntƍc
like to donate food items, please put your donations 
in the marked barrels at the entrances. Contact Pr. 
June Wilkins at 476-6757 for details. 
 

 

2009 mission trip planned for Honduras 
 

Preliminary plans are underway for a mission trip to Honduras in early 

2009. The proposed date of the trip is Tues. Jan. 20 through Sun. Jan. 
25 or Mon. Jan. 26. Possible projects during the trip include: teacher 

training workshops, mini-Vacation Bible School, building shelves and 

cabinets, painting and other maintenance work. As always, there will 

be opportunities to interact with our friends in Honduras. Contact 

Bunny Oliver at boliver80@aol.com or cstudor@austin.rr.com for 

details. 
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DECEMBER 

4  Epiphany           

  2009 Proposed Budget  

   Forum  & Review             
11 Baptism of Our Lord 
  125th Anniversary Kick Off 

   German Fest with food   

   and music in gym after   

   late service 
 

18 Congregational Meeting 

JANUARY 

D E C E M B E R  2 0 0 8  V O L  5 5 ,  N O  1 1 

 

Rs- L`qshmƍr bdkdaq`sdc
Reformation Sunday on 

Oct. 26 as we honored our 
Lutheran heritage. The 

day included apple  
bobbing, pretzels, cider 

and a chance for members 
to nail up modern -day 

theses of their own. p Blake Miura enjoys an apple on Reformation Sunday while p Byron and Betty Wolverton read the 
ƴƻǘŜǎ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ {ǘΦ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀǎǘƭŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŘƻƻǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ aŀǊǘƛƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊ 
nailed his 95 Theses that sparked the Reformation almost 500 years ago. 

8 Youth Dinner Theater 
 

25 Ash Wednesday 

FEBRUARY 

 

16 Preschool  Christmas    

   Program 
 

21 Fourth Sunday in Advent 

  Carols & Cocoa on the Mall 

  5 p.m. Eine Deutsche Feier  
   German Christmas Service 
 

24 Christmas Eve 

  4 p.m. Childrenõs Christmas  

   Eve  Eucharist 

  7 & 10 p.m. Candlelight   
   Eucharist with music    

   preludes at 6:30 & 9:30 
 

28 One Service at 11 a.m.  

   No early service or    

   Sunday School today 

Ldladq Lhkdrsnmdr `s Rs- L`qshmƍr 
 

BAPTISMS 

u Nov. 9: Henry Burgin, son of Alyce and Bryan Hood 

u Nov. 16: Angel Mikala Briana Jones; Alliyah Cydnee-Raquel 

Jones; Aubrey Isaiah Christopher Jones and Jordan Thomas Walch, 

children of Denise Bunton 
 

SYMPATHIES     
u Oct. 7: Judy Schweers 

u Oct. 20: Jewel Fox   

125th Anniversary Celebration set to begin 
 

Mark your 2009 calendars for these upcoming events as we 
celebrate St. Martinõs 125th Anniversary in the year ahead: 

 

Sunday, January 11 Â Celebration Kick Off 
Join the congregation for a German Fest with food and music in 

the gym after the late worship service. 
 

Wednesday, March 25 Â Nordic Choir Concert 
 

Saturday & Sunday, April 25 & 26 Â 125th Anniversary Celebration 
A feast at the Salt Lick with music by Jazz Sunday. ELCA Presiding 

Bishop Mark S. Hanson will preach on April 26.  
 

Sunday, May 31 Â Anniversary Finale & Confirmation Day  
Worship service with Synod Bishop Ray Tiemann 

and a meal in the gym. 

 

òSanctuary for Sanityó speaker series resumes Dec. 5 
 

Join us for a noon lunch in the Fellowship Hall with Dr. Steve 

Friesen, the Louise Farmer Boyer Chair in Biblical Studies at UT- 
Austin, as he discusses òPeace from a Mennonite Perspective.ó  

RSVP by Dec. 3 to 476-6757 or yalvarez@saintmartins.org. 

The unexpected gifts in the palette of  Advent 

5  òSanctuary for Sanityó   

    speaker series 
 

7  Second Sunday in Advent 
  

9  Noon Christmas Luncheon 
 

13 Capital City Menõs Chorus   

   Concert 
 

14 Third Sunday in Advent   

  2009 Proposed Budget   

   Forum  & Review     

  Austin City Brass Ensemble  
   Concert 

Vd `kk khjd fhesr `s sgd gnkhc`xr+ ats gdqdƍr ` rdbqds ne sgd rd`rnm9 sgd adrs oqdrdmsr
`qdmƍs tmcdq sgd Bgqhrsl`r sqdd- Hmrsd`c+ sgdx `qqhud entq vddjr d`qkxƋ and 
sgdxƍqd mnsghmf lnqd sg`m vhbjr `mc v`w- 
  
A box of bright blue Advent candles seems to clash with the reds 
and greens that we race to unfurl as soon as our Thanksgiving 
plates are back in our china cabinets. The blue stands out, never 
seeming to mesh with our holiday decorating plans.  
  
Ats sg`sƍr dw`bskx vgx sgdrd b`mckdr l`jd sgd adrs fhesr- Sgd
palette of Advent is like a smack to our visual cortex. It tells us that something 
tmdwodbsdc hr g`oodmhmf `mc hs rhfm`kr sn tr sg`s sgdqdƍr rnldsghmf gdqd sn
investigate. 

Vgdm vd o`x `ssdmshnm sn sgd atqrs ne aktd+ vdƍqd lnqd khjdkx sn mnshbd sg`s sgd
season is full of things that throw us a curve. We ponder the meaning of a virgin 

with a child, or a baby in a manger. We might even follow these 
themes to consider the most surprising incongruity of all: that God 
would come to us in the weakness of an infant Ƌ and that the 
Creator would experience through the life of Jesus the depths of 
our fragility.  
  
He vdƍqd cq`vm snn pthbjkx hmsn sgd bnlenqsr ne Bgqhrsl`r+ vd
miss the chance to experience the jolts we find in Advent. As we 

open our boxes of blue candles and light them in our homes and sanctuaries this 
season, we're reminded anew that Emmanuel Ƌ ƏFnc vhsg trƐƋ breaks into our 
world in the most peculiar ways.  

When we rush too quickly toward the comforts of Christmas, we miss the jolt of this season  

 

The palette of Advent 

is like a smack 

to our visual cortex 

Vdcmdrc`x Mhfgsr `s Rs- L`qshmƍr 
 

Childcare available from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. in Room 207 
 

6 to 7:30   Christmas Eve Eucharist Rehearsals Grades K-5 

6:30 to 7:30  Centering Prayer (Room 329)    Adults 

6:30 to 8   Confirmation (Chapel)       Grades 6-8 

       Opening the Book of Faith (Parlor) Adults 

       St. Martinõs Choir (Room 340)    Adults 

8 to 9:45   St. Martinõs Ringers (Nave)     Adults 
 

No classes or rehearsals will be held on Wed. Dec. 24 or 31. 

 
 

Dec. 9: Youõre invited to our annual luncheon  
 

Join your friends at St. Martinõs on Tues. Dec. 9 at noon for food 
and more at our annual Christmas Luncheon in the Fellowship Hall. 

Bring a friend and an appetite. RSVP with the church office at 476-

6757 or sign up on the bulletin board by Fri. Dec. 5.  
 

Dec. 21: Celebrating our German heritage 
 

Eine Deutsche Feier, a Christmas liturgy that celebrates the German 

heritage of St. Martinõs and Central Texas, is planned for Sun. Dec. 

21 at 5 p.m. The community is invited to attend this unique worship 

opportunity, which is conducted in German.  

 
 

Dec. 24: Childrenõs Christmas Eve Eucharist:  

òLove has come -- a Light in the Darkness!ó 
 

All children are invited to take part in a special worship service 

celebrating love, light and story at our annual Children's Christmas 

Eve Eucharist at 4 p.m. on Wed. Dec. 24. The children will use song, 

readings and art in worship as they both tell the story and celebrate 

the feast in our community's celebration of Jesus' birth. All 

Kindergartners through Fifth Graders may take part in rehearsed 

worship roles. If your child would like to participate in this story and 

feast celebrating Jesusõ birth, please contact Child & Family Minister 
Sharolyn Browning at childrensministry@saintmartins.org.  
 

Dec. 24: Candlelight Eucharist on Christmas Eve 
 

The St. Martinõs community will celebrate two Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Eucharists at 7 and 10 p.m. on Wed. Dec. 24. Enjoy 

special music during the half-hour prelude prior to worship. 

THIS MONTH @ ST. MARTINõS 

p Children share the story and the feast celebrating Jesus' birth.   


