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Love, Share, & Serve Boldly.

No matter where you find yourself on your faith journey—join us!

Here you have found a church home where believers congregate to encourage each
other and grow spiritually in an abundant relationship with the Lord. At St.
Martin’s, we promote and value an inclusive fellowship. Whether you are young,
old, gay, straight, single, married, partnered—from all walks of life, backgrounds,
and cultures—we welcome you!

We welcome you to our Summer Worship. The Holy Spirit gathers us around the means of
grace - the saving Word of God and the sacraments. From the table of communion where Jesus
Christ comes with forgiveness, life, and salvation, God sends us out to share the good news and
to care for those in need.

Families with small children may enjoy playing with toys on the Prayground rug in the Nar-
thex. The nursery is open for children 0-5 years. The joyful noise of our young ones is always
welcome in this space.

Hearing assist devices are available. Ask an usher for help.
Notes in italics offer directions about the service. The people's responses are in bold.

PRELUDE
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
WELCOME
REFLECTION

We share a piece to invite us into consideration of scripture and worship through different voices.



The Sound of One Fork Minnie Bruce Pratt
Through the window screen I can see an angle of grey roof

and the silence that spreads in the branches of the pecan tree
as the sun goes down. I am waiting for a lover. I am alone

in a solitude that vibrates like the cicada in hot midmorning,
that waits like the lobed sassafras leaf just before

its dark green turns into red, that waits

like the honeybee in the mouth of the purple lobelia.

While I wait, I can hear the random clink of one fork
against a plate. The woman next door is eating supper
alone. She is sixty, perhaps, and for many years

has eaten by herself the tomatoes, the corn

and okra that she grows in her backyard garden.

Her small metallic sound persists, as quiet almost

as the windless silence, persists like the steady
random click of a redbird cracking a few

more seeds before the sun gets too low.

She does not hurry, she does not linger.

Her younger neighbors think that she is lonely.

But I know what sufficiency she may possess.

I know what can be gathered from year to year,
gathered from what is near to hand, as I do
elderberries that bend in damp thickets by the road,
gathered and preserved, jars and jars shining

in rows of claret red, made at times with help,

a friend or a lover, but consumed long after,

long after they are gone and I sit

alone at the kitchen table.



And when Isit in the last heat of Sunday, afternoons

on the porch steps in the acid breath of the boxwoods,

I also know desolation. The week is over, the coming night
will not lift. I am exhausted from making each day.

My family, my children live in other states,

the women I love in other towns. I would rather be here
than with them in the old ways, but when all that’s left

of the sunset is the red reflection underneath the clouds,
when I get up and come in to fix supper,

in the darkened kitchen I am often lonely for them.

In the morning and the evening we are by ourselves,

the woman next door and I. Still, we persist.

I open the drawer to get out the silverware.

She goes to her garden to pull weeds and pick

the crookneck squash that turn yellow with late summer.

I walk down to the pond in the morning to watch

and wait for the blue heron who comes at first light

to feed on minnows that swim through her shadow in the water.
She stays until the day grows so bright

that she cannot endure it and leaves with her hunger unsatisfied.
She bows her wings and slowly lifts into flight,

grey and slate blue against a paler sky.

I know she will come back. I see the light create

a russet curve of land on the farther bank,

where the wild rice bends heavy and ripe

under the first blackbirds. I know

she will come back. I see the light curve

in the fall and rise of her wing.



gathering Hymn

Please stand as you are able.

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service

D

elw 712

BEACFSPRING

=

-

[ 8]

e R S

e —
=

Lord, whose love
Sall

_6_

in  hum-ble

your chil -dren wan-der

i

=

=

_6_
o

.
=

s

O

ser - vice bore the weight of hu-man need,
home-less; still the hun - gry cry for bread;

who up - on

still the cap - tives long for

free - dom; still

As we wor-ship, grant us vi - sion, till your love’s re - veal-ing light
Called by wor-ship to your ser - vice, forth in your dear name we go,
(o= =" o £ °
: 7z
L — = =
- 1 1 | | O
7 ——— I a— — —
=
F @ 2

the cross, for - sak - en, worked your mer-cy’s per - fect deed:
in grief we mourn our dead.

in its height and depth and great-ness dawns up - on our quick-ened sight,
to the child, the youth, the a - ged, love in liv-ing deeds to show;
] . - ©
55 2 = —F
i o — >—p
' | 1 | | O
0 . | | . .
@-’ == === . —~
= | g d < & r oo

we, your
As

mak -ing known the needs and bur - dens your com-pas-sion bids

ser - vants, bring the wor - ship not
you, Lord, in deep com-pas - sion healed the sick and freed the soul,

us

of voice a - lone, but heart;

bear,

hope and health, good-will and com -fort, coun-sel, aid, and peace we give,

ot lr e ireesae eyt
¢ N R L

m_q "If\iiii iio
ER e . i

ev -ty gift which you im - part.

send your pow - er to our world to make it whole.
ar - dent ser - vice, your a - bun-dant hfe to share.

free -dom may your mer - cy know and live.

con - se - crat - ing
by your Spir - it
stir-ring us  to
that your ser - vants, Lord, in

{0 your pur - pose

||

al
A

:

: —=

I" [§))
I O

O -

EEPRE




GREETING

May God, Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, be with us as we worship today.
Amen

PRAYER

Let us pray. Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and
you cover creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that
satisfies both body and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving world;
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

reading ruth 1:6-18

Then [Naomi] started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of Moab,
for she had heard in the country of Moab that the Lord had considered his people and
given them food. So she set out from the place where she had been living, she and her
two daughters-in-law, and they went on their way to go back to the land of Judah. But
Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back each of you to your mother’s house.
May the Lord deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. The
Lord grant that you may find security, each of you in the house of your husband.” Then
she kissed them, and they wept aloud. They said to her, “No, we will return with you to
your people.” But Naomi said, “Turn back, my daughters. Why will you go with me? Do I
still have sons in my womb that they may become your husbands? Turn back, my daugh-
ters, go your way, for I am too old to have a husband. Even if I thought there was hope
for me, even if I should have a husband tonight and bear sons, would you then wait until
they were grown? Would you then refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, it has been
far more bitter for me than for you, because the hand of the Lord has turned against me.”
Then they wept aloud again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, but Ruth clung to
her. So she said, “Look, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods;
return after your sister-in-law.” But Ruth said,

“Do not press me to leave you, Where you die, I will die,
to turn back from following you! and there will I be buried.

Where you go, I will go; May the Lord do thus to me,
where you lodge, I will lodge; and more as well,

your people shall be my people if even death parts me from you!”
and your God my God.

18 When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more to her.



Gospel Acclamation
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The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

'Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet
with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus,
"Lord, he whom you love is ill." “But when Jesus heard it, he said, "This illness does
not lead to death; rather it is for God's glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified
through it." >Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus,
¢after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where
he was.

“Then after this he said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again." 8The disciples said
to him, "Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there
again?" ’Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk
during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. °But those
who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them." ' After saying this, he
told them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken
him." ?The disciples said to him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right."
BJesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was
referring merely to sleep. *Then Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead. *For your
sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him."
1*Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that
we may die with him."

7When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four

days. ®Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 1?and many of the
.



Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 2?When
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at
home. 2!Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died. ?2But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him."
2Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again.” >Martha said to him, "I know that
he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” *Jesus said to her, "I am the
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live,
%6and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?"

’She said to him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the
one coming into the world."

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Chil drenaes song
Please be seated. Children are invited to come forward for the children’s time with the Pastor.
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Sermon

The St. Martin’s Strategy Task Force has been meeting over the past four months to
propose strategies for the future of St. Martin’s. In their studies, the Task Force
came to understand the importance of acknowledging the longings, losses, and
loneliness we have all experienced over the past few years.

Today we are listening to the experiences of our neighbors from the Bible and from
our community. After listening to these stories, you are invited to use this space to
write about a longing or loss you are experiencing now or have experienced in the
past few years.

If you would like to share this story with the Strategy Task Force for consideration
as proposals are developed for the future of St. Martin’s, please place it in the offer-
ing plate. Your story will not be shared outside the Task Force without your explicit
permission. Please include your name if you are willing to receive a follow-up by the
Task Force.

Sharing about longings and losses can be emotionally difficult. Stephen Ministers
are here to provide confidential support and encouragement. They will be available
at the healing prayer station during communion and after the service to talk with
you.

During the sermon time you will be given time to write on this question:

How have I experienced loneliness, longing and loss recently?



OPTIONAL

Name:

Phone Number:

YES/NO I am willing to accept a call to talk about my experiences of loneliness and
loss.

If you would like to share questions or comments with the Strategy Task Force
email strategy@saintmartins.org

M N



Hymn of the Day
Please stand to sing as you are able.

Prayer cards, which can be found in the pew pockets, are collected

by the ushers during the

hymn. Prayer requests may also be sent via email or text message to prayer@saintmartins.org.
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Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body;,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPL

Each petition ends with: God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Please greet each other, saying “Peace be with you” or similar



MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Please be seated.

As We Gather at Your Table
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AT THE TABLE REHIOBCT

Throughout 2023, members of our congregation share on our Stewardship theme “At the Table”.

Today you heard stories of our neighbors who have experienced the reality of living
and working in Austin and you have taken time to reflect on your own experiences.
Please take a few moments this week to offer prayers for all who have lost loved
ones, relationships, jobs, etc. Remember that God is with you, even when you feel
alone.

OFFERING
St. Martin’s and its ministries are supported E

by our offerings of ourselves, our time and our possessions.
Now we give as God has so graciously .:l
given to us. To donate electronically, E

go to saintmartins.org/giving or scan the QR code.

MUSICAL OFFERING
Blessed Assurance arr. Mark Hayes

OFFERING PRAYER

Please stand as you are able.
Let us pray.

God of the harvest, receive these gifts of the earth and human labor with the
offering of our hearts. Feed us with your bread and cup, that we may be signs of
your gracious life made known in Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen


http://www.saintmartins.org/giving

THE GREAT THANK®&EVI

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,... we praise your name and join their

unending hymn:
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Thanksgiving at the Table

O God triune, how majestic...
The earth is full of your glory.
The earth is full of your glory.

O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer....

we mortals sing our song:
The earth is full of your glory.
The earth is full of your glory.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Gathered around this table, we your children unite in this song:

The earth is full of your glory.
The earth is full of your glory.

O God triune, you create the worlds,...
to praise you again:

The earth is full of your glory.

The earth is full of your glory.

Amen, and amen. Amen, and amen.



LORD&eS PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be thy name, who trespass against us;
thy kingdom come, and lead us not into temptation,
thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.
on earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom,
Give us this day our daily bread; and the power, and the glory,
and forgive us our trespasses, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO HOLYONMMUNION

The people are seated.

Our communion table is open to all. Everyone is welcome to receive communion regardless of age
or denomination. You will receive the bread in your hands, please consume and then pick up a
plastic cup to receive the wine. Grape juice cups are in the center of each tray. Gluten free bread is
available. If you prefer to remain in your seat, please pick up a communion cup in the narthex or
ask an usher to let the minister know to bring communion to you.

A Stephen Minister will be in front near the pulpit to offer healing prayer during communion. You
are welcome to light a prayer candle in the north transept (left front).
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Music at Communion

How Can | Keep from Singing? arr. Michael Burkhardt

TABLE BLESSING

Please stand as you are able.

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you today, tomorrow and always. Amen

THANKSGIVING PRAYER

Let us pray. We thank you, O God, that you have strengthened our hearts
through this feast of life and salvation. Shine the light of Christ on our path,
that we may do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you, now and
forever. Amen

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please be seated.

BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVEHRAR

Happy Birthday to you

To Jesus be true

May God bless you always
Happy Birthday to you!

BLESSING

Please stand as you are able.

The peace of God,

which surpasses all understanding,
keep your hearts and your minds
in + Christ Jesus. Amen.

My



SENDING HYMN

O Bread of Life from Heaven
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Sending prayer

DISMISSAL

POSTLUDE

Serving Today
Pastor Ellen Williams - preaching/presiding

Copyright Acknowledgements: Liturgy, prayers and scripture texts (NRSV) reprinted from Sundays and
Seasons © 2006 Augsburg Fortress, used by permission. All other text is listed in Public Domain.
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