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third
Sunday

In advent

Love, share, & serve boldly.

No matter where you find yourself on your faith journey—join us!

Here you have found a church home where believers congregate to encourage each other and grow
spiritually in an abundant relationship with the Lord. At St. Martin’s, we promote and value an
inclusive fellowship. Whether you are young, old, gay, straight, single, married, partnered—from all
walks of life, backgrounds, and cultures—we welcome you!




The Holy Spirit gathers us around the means of grace - the saving Word of God and the
sacraments. From the table of communion where Jesus Christ comes with forgiveness, life, and salva-
tion, God sends us out to share the good news and to care for those in need.

Families with small children may enjoy playing with toys on the Prayground rug in the Narthex. The
nursery is open for children 0-4 years. The joyful noise of our young ones is always
welcome in this space.

Hearing assistance devices are available in the Narthex, or you can listen through your smartphone.
The ushers are available to help you.

Notes in italics offer directions about the service. The people's responses are in bold.

Prelude
Chorale Prelude on Wachet auf (Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying) J.S. Bach

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

Welcome
The people stand as they are able.

Confession and forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, Hone God,
who opens the heavens

and draws near to us with salvation.
Amen.

God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance.
Trusting this promise of grace, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.



Everlasting God,

you love justice and you hate wrongdoing.

We confess the fear, greed, and self-centeredness
that make us reluctant to work against oppression.
We are complicit in systems of exploitation.

We choose comfort over courage.

We are careless with creation’s bounty.

Look upon us with mercy.

Turn our hearts again to you.

Make us glad to do your will and to walk in your ways
for the sake of our waiting world.

Amen.

Hear these words of assurance:

God clothes you with garments of salvation
and covers you with robes of righteousness.
In the tender compassion of HJesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven.

God’s covenant is eternal,

and God’s blessing rests upon us all.
Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADNBENREATH

One of the best-known customs for the season is the Advent wreath. The wreath and winter candle-

lighting in the midst of growing darkness strengthen some of the Advent images found in the Bible. The

unbroken circle of greens is clearly an image of everlasting life, a victory wreath, the crown of Christ, or

the wheel of time itself. Christians use the wreath as a sign that Christ reaches into our time to lead us to

the light of everlasting life. The four candles mark the progress of the four weeks of Advent and the growth

of light.

Praise to you, O God, who holds our joy and sorrow. You bring water to parched
ground and life out of death. Bless us as this light grows, and send sorrow and sighing
to flee away. Give us strength and patience, trusting that you are true to your
promises. Transform the lives of all who suffer with your wonders near at hand.

Amen.

The first, second and third Advent candles are lit



Processional Hymn ELW 239
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray together. Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our
ears to the words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to
your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Word

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

The people are seated

First Reading |saiah 61:4, 811
A reading from Isaiah.
'The spirit of the Lord Gop is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
’to proclaim the year of the LorD’s favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
‘to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the Lorbp, to display his glory.
“They shall build up the ancient ruins,
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.

‘For I the Lorp love justice,
I hate robbery and wrongdoing;
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.



“Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the Lorp has blessed.
1T will greatly rejoice in the LorD,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord Gop will cause righteousness and praise

to spring up before all the nations.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 54854
A reading from 1 Thessalonians

'°Rejoice always, "pray without ceasing, '*give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus for you. ’Do not quench the Spirit. ?’Do not despise the
words of prophets, *'but test everything; hold fast to what is good; “’abstain from every
form of evil.

»’May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul
and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. **The one
who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Gospel acclamation
The people stand as they are able.
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Gospel John 1:68, 1928

The holy gospel according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.

“There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness to testify
to the light, so that all might believe through him. *“He himself was not the light, but he
came to testify to the light.

“This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jeru-
salem to ask him, “Who are you?” ’He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I
am not the Messiah.” ' And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am
not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” ?Then they said to him, “Who are you?
Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” ’He said,

“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,

‘Make straight the way of the Lord,””
as the prophet Isaiah said.

“Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. ”They asked him, “Why then are you
baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” *°John answered
them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, “’the one
who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” **This took

place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



Chil dreneaes ti me

The people are seated. Children are invited to come forward for the children’s time.
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Sermon

Hymn of the Day
The people stand to sing.

Prayer cards are collected by the ushers during the hymn. Prayer requests may also be sent via email or
text message to prayer@saintmartins.org.
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Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Respond to each petition with: Merciful God, receive our prayer.



Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

The people greet each other, saying “Peace be with you” or similar

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

Offering El

The people are seated.

St. Martin’s and its ministries are supported by our offerings of ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. We give now as God has so graciously given to us. To donate, E
go to saintmartins.org/giving or scan the QR code. l'h-l

e

MUSICAL OFFERING
Veni, Veni Emmanuel plainsong


http://www.saintmartins.org/giving

Offering hymn ELW 737
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Offering prayer
Let us pray together,

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with
them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until
the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

... and join their unending hymn:
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Holy God, the Beginning and the End, ... and to heal all the suffering world.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await his coming again ...

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church,

both now and forever.
Amen.

The Lordes prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Mp



Agnus dei
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Holy Communion

Our communion table is open to all. Everyone is welcome to receive communion regardless of age or
denomination. Please come forward to receive the bread then pick up a cup to receive wine.

Gluten free wafers are available if requested. If you prefer to remain in your seat, please pick up a
communion cup in the narthex or ask an usher to let the communion assistants know. A Stephen
Minister will be in front near the pulpit to offer healing prayer during communion. You are invited to
light a prayer candle on the table near the altar.

Music at Communion
O come, o come Emmanuel arr. Jay dawson

Table blessing
The people stand as they are able.

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and give you
peace today, tomorrow and always. Amen.



Nunc Dimittis
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Prayer after communion

Let us pray together. God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of
that day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known
your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Announcements
The people are seated.

Blessing

The people stand as they are able.

The God of peace bless you,

the love of Christ sustain you in hope,

and the anointing of the Spirit Htemain upon you

now and forever.

Amen.
Sending Hymn ELW 434
Jesus shall Reign DUKESTREET
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