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DECEMBER 17, 2025
1200 AM

FOURTH
SUNDAY

IN ADVENT

LOVE, SHARE, & SERVE BOLDLY.

No matter where you find yourself on your faith journey—join us!

Here you have found a church home where believers congregate to encourage each other and grow
spiritually in an abundant relationship with the Lord. At St. Martin’s, we promote and value an
inclusive fellowship. Whether you are young, old, gay, straight, single, married, partnered—from all
walks of life, backgrounds, and cultures—we welcome you!




The Holy Spirit gathers us around the means of grace - the saving Word of God and the
sacraments. From the table of communion where Jesus Christ comes with forgiveness, life, and salva-
tion, God sends us out to share the good news and to care for those in need.

Families with small children may enjoy playing with toys on the Prayground rug in the Narthex. The
nursery is open for children 0-4 years. The joyful noise of our young ones is always
welcome in this space.

Hearing assistance devices are available in the Narthex, or you can listen through your smartphone.
The ushers are available to help you.

Notes in italics offer directions about the service. The people's responses are in bold.

PRELUDE
MAGNIFICAT. ANDANTE CON MOTO MARCEL DUPRE, OP. I8
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
WELCOME

The people stand as they are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who opens the heavens

and draws near to us with salvation.
Amen.

God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance.
Trusting this promise of grace, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.



Everlasting God,

you love justice and you hate wrongdoing.

We confess the fear, greed, and self-centeredness
that make us reluctant to work against oppression.
We are complicit in systems of exploitation.

We choose comfort over courage.

We are careless with creation’s bounty.

Look upon us with mercy.

Turn our hearts again to you.

Make us glad to do your will and to walk in your ways
for the sake of our waiting world.

Amen.

Hear these words of assurance:

God clothes you with garments of salvation
and covers you with robes of righteousness.
In the tender compassion of + Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven.

God’s covenant is eternal,

and God’s blessing rests upon us all.
Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

One of the best-known customs for the season is the Advent wreath. The wreath and winter candle-
lighting in the midst of growing darkness strengthen some of the Advent images found in the Bible. The
unbroken circle of greens is clearly an image of everlasting life, a victory wreath, the crown of Christ, or
the wheel of time itself. Christians use the wreath as a sign that Christ reaches into our time to lead us to
the light of everlasting life. The four candles mark the progress of the four weeks of Advent and the growth
of light.

Praise to you, O God, who lives with us, sharing our flesh and bones. As Mary waited
and Joseph dreamed, so we dream and wait for you. Bless us and let your face shine
upon us, more radiant than these candles, and more dear than all else we seek.
Restore us when we fail to refuse the evil and choose the good, and banish all our

fears. We pray in the name of Emmanuel, your promised child and our Savior. Amen.

All four Advent candles are lit.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN
AWAKE! AWAKE, AND GREET THE NEW MORN

ELW 242
REJOICE, REJOICE

n H A Il A
'!(“i! B o J\, L
1 A - wake! A - wake, and greet the new morn, for
2 To us, to all in sor - row and fear, Em -
3 In dark - est night his com - ing shall be, when
4 Re - joice, re - joice, take heart in the night, though
Pt — | | N
{o— D) d o o A dl N ‘I o
A\AV | r 1) / i
J Y s s
an - gels her - ald its dawn - ing. Sing out your joy, for
man - u - el comes a - sing - ing, his hum - ble song is
all  the world is de - spair-ing, as morn - ing light so
dark the win -ter and cheer - less, the ris - ing sun shall
n H }
Y @ [ i I I
© e f £ - o &
J r ' r
soon he is born, be - hold! the Child of our long - ing.
qui - et and near, yet fills the earth with its ring - ing;
qui - et and free, so warm and gen - tle and car - ing.
crown you with light, be strong and lov - ing and fear - less.
e SF—h—F—»
%@ﬁ o o ! 5 r C— p o o ! VR
Come as a ba - by weak and poor, to  bring all hearts to -
mu - sic to heal the bro - ken soul and hymns of lov - ing -
Then shall the mute break forth in song, the lame shall leap in
Love be our song and love our prayer and love our end - less
n H I A A
S5 P et | ¢ =
geth - er, he 0o - pens wide the heav’n-ly door and
kind - ness, the thun - der of his an - thems roll to
won - der, the weak be raised a - bove the strong, and
sto - ry; may God fill ev - ’ry day we share and
0 4
y = I I I N
y AW | | | ! 4
[(4n] e .- o ¢
lives now in - side us for - ev - er
shat - ter all ha - tred and blind - ness.
weap-ons be  bro - ken a - sun - der
bring us at last in - to glo - ry

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant
grace and might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly
we may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

The people are seated

FIRST READING 2 SAMUEL 72111, 16
A reading from 2 Samuel

'Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lorp had given him rest from all
his enemies around him, “the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a
house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” “Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all
that you have in mind; for the Lorp is with you.”

‘But that same night the word of the LOrRD came to Nathan: °Go and tell my servant
David: Thus says the LorD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? °I have not
lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but
I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. ”"Wherever I have moved about
among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Is-
rael, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built
me a house of cedar?” “Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says
the LorD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince
over my people Israel; “and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all
your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the
great ones of the earth. '"’And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant
them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers
shall afflict them no more, as formerly, ''from the time that [ appointed judges over my
people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LorD declares
to you that the LorD will make you a house. °Your house and your kingdom shall be
made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING ROMANS 16:25-27

A reading from Romans

»Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclama-
tion of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for
long ages “*but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to
all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedi-
ence of faith—*"to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forev-
er! Amen.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The people stand as they are able.
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GOSPEL LUKE 1:26-38
The holy gospel according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.

**In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Naza-
reth, “to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The
virgin’s name was Mary. ’And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The
Lord is with you.” *’But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be. *"The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favor with God. *’ And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
you will name him Jesus. *’He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High,
and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. **He will reign over
the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” **Mary said to the
angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” **The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child
to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. *°’And now, your relative Elizabeth
in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said
to be barren. *’For nothing will be impossible with God.” **Then Mary said, “Here am I,
the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel depart-
ed from her.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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The people are seated. Children are invited to come forward for the children’s time.
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SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
The people stand to sing.

Prayer cards are collected by the ushers during the hymn. Prayer requests may also be sent via email or
text message to prayer@saintmartins.org.
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CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Respond to each petition with: Merciful God, receive our prayer.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
The people greet each other, saying “Peace be with you” or similar

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING E

The people are seated.

St. Martin’s and its ministries are supported by our offerings of ourselves, our time, ii-if;

and our possessions. We give now as God has so graciously given to us. To donate, E
go to saintmartins.org/giving or scan the QR code. l'h-l


http://www.saintmartins.org/giving

MUSICAL OFFERING
O HEILAND, REISS DIE HIMMEL AUF

O Heiland, reif$ die Himmel auf,
herab, herab vom Himmel lauf,
reifS ab vom Himmel Tor und Tiir,
reif$ ab, wo Schloss und Riegel fiir.

O Gott, ein’ Tau vom Himmel giefs,
im Tau herab, o Heiland, fliefs.

Ihr Wolken, brecht und regnet aus
den Konig iiber Jakobs Haus.

O Erd, schlag aus, schlag aus, o Erd,
dass Berg und Tal griin alles werd.

O Erd, hertiir dies Bliimlein bring,
o Heiland, aus der Erden spring.

Hier leiden wir die grofSte Not,

vor Augen steht der ewig Tod.

Ach komm, fiihr uns mit starker Hand
vom Elend zu dem Vaterland.

Da wollen wir all danken dir,
unserm Erléser, fiir und fiir;

da wollen wir all loben dich

zu aller Zeit und ewiglich. Amen.

JOHANNES BRAHMS, OP. 74, NO. 2

O Savior, tear open the heavens
And down from heaven come
Tear from heaven door and jamb,
Tear off every lock and bar.

O God, pour a dew from heaven,
And in the dew, o Savior, flow down.
Break your clouds and rain out

The King of Jacob’s house.

O Earth, burst forth, burst forth O Earth,
That mountain and valley should all be
green.

O Earth, bring out this little flower.

O Savior, spring from this Earth.

For here we suffer the greatest anguish

And before our eyes stands always Death.
O come, and lead us with your strong hand
From misery unto the Father’s realm.

For this we thank you,

Our Redeemer, forever and ever.
For this we praise you,

At all times and forever. Amen.
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OFFERING HYMN
O SAVIOR, REND THE HEAVENS WIDE O HEILAND, REISS DIE HIMMEL AUF
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together,

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with
them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until
the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ... and join their unending hymn:

13




SANCTUS
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Holy God, the Beginning and the End, ... and to heal all the suffering world.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await his coming again ...
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church,

both now and forever.

Amen. 14



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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HOLY COMMUNION

Our communion table is open to all. Everyone is welcome to receive communion regardless of age or
denomination. Please come forward to receive the bread then pick up a cup to receive wine.

Gluten free wafers are available if requested. If you prefer to remain in your seat, please pick up a
communion cup in the narthex or ask an usher to let the communion assistants know. A Stephen
Minister will be in front near the pulpit to offer healing prayer during communion. You are invited to

light a prayer candle on the table near the altar.
MUSIC AT COMMUNION

COMMUNION HYMN
THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME
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TABLE BLESSING
The people stand as they are able.

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and give you
peace today, tomorrow and always. Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together. God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of
that day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known
your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our

Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The people are seated.

BLESSING

The people stand as they are able.
The God of peace bless you,
the love of Christ sustain you in hope,

and the anointing of the Spirit + remain upon you
now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

A STABLE LAMP IS LIGHTED ANDUJAR
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Keep awake. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
MAGNIFICAT. FINAL MARCEL DUPRE, OP. I8

SERVING TODAY
Pastor Ellen Williams - preaching/presiding

- assisting minister
Abby Adams - lector
Abby Adams- communion assistants
Whitney Myers - Stephen Minister

Tim O'Brien - Director of Music
Austin Haller - Organist & Associate Director of Music
St. Martin's Choir
Jenny Ohrstrom, June Julian, soprano;
Katherine Altobello O'Brien, mezzo-soprano;

Jameson James, tenor;
Gil Zilkha, Anthony Ashley, bass

Andrew Fuhrman - video
Mike Kaase - sound

Norm Hummell - ushers
Anna Bergstrom, Tom Blomquist - Altar Guild
Lisa Stafford - Welcome Center
Christine Fuhrman - fellowship snacks

Copyright Acknowledgements: Liturgy, prayers and scripture texts (NRSV) reprinted from Sundays and Seasons ©
2006 Augsburg Fortress, used by permission. All other text is listed in Public Domain.

20



