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LOVE, SHARE, & SERVE BOLDLY.

No matter where you find yourself on your faith journey—join us!

Here you have found a church home where believers congregate to encourage each other and
grow spiritually in an abundant relationship with the Lord. At St. Martin’s, we promote and
value an inclusive fellowship. Whether you are young, old, gay, straight, single, married,
partnered—from all walks of life, backgrounds, and cultures—we welcome you!

In worship, the Holy Spirit gathers us around the means of grace—the saving Word of God and the
sacraments. From the table of communion where Jesus Christ comes with forgiveness, life, and sal-
vation, God sends us out to share the good news and to care for those in need.

Notes in italics offer directions about the service. The people’s responses are in bold.

PRELUDE

CHORALE PRELUDE ON D/VINUM MYSTERIUM DAVID N. JOHNSON
(OF THE FATHER'S LOVE BEGOTTEN)

The service begins with a piece of music, during which the congregation prepares for worship.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

WELCOME
The people stand as they are able.
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ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY Verses 1-3 IRBY
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BIDDING PRAYER

Sisters and brothers, in this Christmas season, let us hear again the message of the
Angels, and journey to Bethlehem to see and hear the wonderful things that have
taken place there: The birth of a child, the coming of the savior.

Let us read from our Holy Scriptures and hear the tale of God’s loving purposes
from the beginning of time through our redemption, and let us sing our praises to
God the most high.

But first, let us pray for the Church, the world, and all those who have need.

Let us pray for the needs of all creation; for peace and goodwill over all the earth;
and for the mission and unity of the Church.

Let us pray for those who hold a special place in God’s heart: the poor and the
helpless; the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the lonely
and the unloved; the elderly and the little children; and all who have been lost or
rejected.

And let us remember Mary, the mother of Jesus, and all the saints who rejoice with
us on another shore in a greater light, whose hope was in the Word made flesh and
with whom we are one for evermore.

May Almighty God bless us with grace; may Christ give us the joy of everlasting
life; and may the Holy Spirit sustain us until we are joined together in God’s light,
love and truth.

Amen.



FIRST READING LUKE 1:26-35,38
The people are seated

A reading from Luke.

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, ?’ to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 2 And he came to her and said, “Greetings,
favored one! The Lord is with you.” 2 But she was much perplexed by his words and
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. ° The angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 3! And now, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of
his ancestor David. ** He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” ** Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I
am a virgin?” 3°'The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be
holy; he will be called Son of God.

38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to

your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



CAROL

The people stand as they are able.
THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME
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GABRIEL'S MESSAGE
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SECOND LESSON MATTHEW 1:18-25

The people are seated.

A reading from Matthew.

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be
pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 1* Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 2° But just
when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream
and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the
child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 2! She will bear a son, and you are to
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:

2“Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.” 2 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 2> but had no marital

relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



CAROL

The people stand as they are able.
OF THE FATHER'S LOVE BEGOTTEN
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DIVINUM MYSTERIUM
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THIRD LESSON LUKE 39-45, 56
The people are seated

A reading from Luke.

%In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill
country, ¥ where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. ' When
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit > and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 4* And why has this happened to me,
that the mother of my Lord comes to me? # For as soon as I heard the sound of
your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. ¥ And blessed is she who
believed that there would bea fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”

°¢ And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her home.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



CAROL

The people stand as they are able.

ELW 272
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FOURTH LESSON LUKE 2:1-7

The people are seated

A reading from Luke.

2 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. *Joseph also went
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. > He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a
child. ¢ While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a

manger, because there was no place in the guest room.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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CAROL

ELW 277
The people stand as they are able.

AWAY IN A MANGER AWAY IN A MANGER
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FIFTH LESSON LUKE 2:8-16

The people are seated

A reading from Luke.

8 Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch
over their flock by night. ° Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 1° But the angel said
to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news of great joy for all
the people: ' to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the
Messiah, the Lord. 2 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

1>When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us.” 1*So they went with haste and found Mary and

Joseph and the child lying in the manger.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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CAROL

The people stand as they are able.

ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY
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SIXTH LESSON JOHN [I[-4

The people are seated

A reading from John.

! In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being *in him

was life, and the life was the light of all people.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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CAROL

The people stand as they are able.
O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL

Verses 1,3 ¢& 4
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OFFERING

The people are seated

St. Martin’s and its ministries are supported by our offerings of ourselves, our
time and our possessions. Now we give as God has so graciously given to us. To
donate electronically, go to saintmartins.org/giving or scan the QR code.

MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING HYMN
The people stand as they are able.

GOQOD CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, REJOICE
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IN DULCI JUBILO
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

God with us, you came as a baby to a manger. You slept on straw and greeted

shepherds. You come again in bread and wine. Remind us how good you are at

blessing ordinary things. And then, through these gifts, help us to bless the lives

of others in the strength of your holy name. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

Almighty God,

who send the Holy Spirit to Mary,

proclaimed joy through the angels,

sent the shepherds with good news,

and led the magi by a star,

bless you this day + through the Word made flesh.
Amen.

18



SENDING HYMN
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JOY TO THE WORLD ANTIOCH
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DISMISSAL

Glory to God in the highest!
Peace to God’s people on earth!

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

FANTASY ON NOEL NOUVELET MALCOLM ARCHER

(SING WE NOW OF CHRISTMAS)

SERVING TODAY

Pastor Ellen Williams - presiding
Linda Zander, Tom Blomquist, Syringa Bilberry - lectors

Austin Haller - Organist & Associate Director of Music

Mike Kaase - sound
Norm Hummell - ushers

Becky Montgomery - Welcome Center
Bunny Oliver - Fellowship Snacks

Copyright Acknowledgements: Liturgy, prayers and scripture texts (NRSV) reprinted from Sundays and
Seasons © 2006 Augsburg Fortress, used by permission. All other text is listed in Public Domain.
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