THIS WEEK AT ST. MARTIN’S

Sunday, January 26 Wednesday, January 29
8:30am Nursery Opens (0-4yrs) 12:00pm  Lectionary Study (zoom)
9:00am Family Worship 1:00pm Theology Book Study (zoom)
(live streamed) 7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
10:00am  Faith Formation - all ages 8:30pm Handbells Rehearsal
11:00am  Traditional Worship Saturday, February 1
1:00pm St. Martin’s Serves at 8:00am Mop & Hammer
Mobile Loaves & Fishes Sunday, February 2
Monday, January 27 8:30am Nursery Opens (0-4yrs)
6:30pm Council meeting 9:00am Family Worship
Tuesday, January 28
9:00am WELCA Tack & Pack 10:00am  Faith Formation - all ages
2:30pm Time with the Pastor 11:00am  Traditional Worship
6:30pm Stephen Ministry meeting (live streamed)

1:00pm Confirmation Class

WHAT DOES "GIVING” MEAN TO YOU?

The Lutheran mythos includes Martin Luther’s response to the sale of indulgences, “get
out of purgatory” cards, that could be purchased by an individual for a deceased person.
Luther argued that we cannot purchase forgiveness, but instead are given forgiveness and
mercy as a free gift of grace by our loving God. Luther’s motivation for all that he did,
including how he spent his money, time and talents, was to extend the message of God’s
grace which he had personally experienced.

We are a community of disciples who study, rest, pray, and enjoy each other’s company.
During this season between Epiphany and Lent we will have an opportunity during the
offering time to reflect with a neighbor about our reasons we give our time and money to
charitable organizations, including St. Martin’s. We begin our conversation with this
question:

What is your earliest memory of giving or receiving?



LOOKING FOR A DEEPER CONNECTION WITH COMMUNITY IN 2025?
Contact connections@saintmartins.org to be a part of these opportunities

Mid-Lifers Meet-Up
The Mid-Lifers Group planners will meet next Sunday, January 26 between services to
plan how we can share and support each other in the reality of being between young and
old. If you feel sandwiched, you belong with us!

St. Martin’s Women’s Second Thursday Evening Meet-Up
Take a little time from your busy life to be with other women here at St. Martin’s. Every
second Thursday of the month at 7pm, we get together for games, fun, and conversation.
Retired and Ready to Relax?
Be a part of a new group starting this spring to get together for
conversation, support, and fun in 2025. Contact Pastor Ellen for more information.

Time with the Pastor
Tuesdays, 2:30-3:30pm - in person or on Zoom
Pr. Ellen is hosting an informal time for conversation when she will be in her office and available for
casual visits without an appointment. Please contact Pr. Ellen in advance to visit remotely on Zoom.

LOOKING FOR A DEEPER CONNECTION WITH GOD IN 20257
Contact faith.formation@saintmartins.org to be a part of these opportunities

Companions in Christ groups are forming in January.
This is a small group of 5-6 people who meet together to study, share, and explore how
God is working in their lives every day. We welcome you!

Sunday Crossways Bible Study is a commitment to read the Bible from cover to cover
in conversation with others. Join the class at 10AM on Sunday Morning.

News from the Youth
Youth in grades 6-12 meet in the Youth Room at 10:00am on Sundays.

Upcoming Events:
Confirmation Class - February 2, 1-2 pm

L Bible Character Speed Dating - February 22, 7-9 pm



An Invitation from Stephen Ministry
Would you like to explore your spiritual growth in 202572
Join us as Pastor Travis Fitzgold shares his experience and perspective on
spiritual growth Tuesday, January 28th at 7pm in the Parlor.

Saint Martin’s January Benevolence

The Central Texas Food Bank is a leader in the fight against hunger for
more than 40 years, with a mission to nourish hungry people and lead =
the community in the fight against hunger. Austin City Lutherans

Bread for All Pantry purchases low-cost staples from the food bank to

feed more families every month.

Bread for All 2024 Summary
Bread for All served more than 3,225 unique individuals in 2024. Many of these came to
BFA more than once over the course of the year. Thank you for continuing to support
BFA with your time, donations of staples, and financial support.

Lunch Bag Ministry Thanks!
Whitney Myers and the Santana Family packed 130 lunch bags on Monday, January 20,
during the MLK Jr day of service. Thanks also to Tony Kegg and Jonathan Hillert who
regularly come in to pack lunches. Please remember to support LBM financially by
donating to the dedicated LBM fund. $2.91 pays for a meal for our hungry neighbors.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Volunteers in Honduras, The Higuera Family; Ralph and Ingrid Larsen;

Millie Benge; Alice; Melissa Ingram; Linda and Greg Lewis; Uncle; the Piret family; the
family of Monica; the people impacted by the California wildfires; Conor Bruemmer;
Claire Griffith; Frank Hoelzel; all those with cancer; Diane Clay; Rayman Mandel;
the Harms family; Jordan

CONTINUED PRAYERS FOR
Phil Savard; Diane Bergstrom; Kent Mickelson; Deb Johnson; Bill Martin; Sam Gourley;

Dean Haynie; Ronnie Johnson; Peter Jordahl; Walt Knauff; Arvid Larson; Pat Larson;
Doris McGaughy



SAINT MARTIN’S LEADERSHIP

Rev. Ellen Williams

pastorellen@saintmartins.org

Janet Brehm Taylor
jtaylor@saintmartins.org
Katherine Lutter
klutter@saintmartins.org
Tim O’Brien
tobrien@saintmartins.org
Kathy Edgar
kedgar@saintmartins.org
Fay Jones
flones@saintmartins.org
Austin Shortes
ashortes@saintmartins.org
Essic Williams
essic@saintmartins.org

Saint Martin’s Church Council
Fred Aus

Jackie Chuter

Jane Harvey

Tim Fackler

At-Large Council Members
Penny Davis

Carey Henderson

Norm Hummell

John Santana

Pastor
512.537.8706
Intern Pastor

Business Manager
512.402.3082
Director of Music

Communications Coordinator
Office Administrator / Volunteer Coordinator

Youth Minister
512.537.8724
Facilities Manager

council2024@saintmartins.org
President

President-Elect

Treasurer

Secretary

School Board  schoolboard@saintmartins.org
Larry Archer

Dawn Denne

Becky Montgomery
Michael Roth - president

Volunteer Committee Chairs
Connections: Susan Jensen, Karen Cross
Facilities: Norm Hummell, Bob Daemmrich

Faith Formation: Anita Salmon

Serves: Stephanie Schweinfurth, Ann Howard
Worship: Tom Friedrich

ST. MARTIN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH AND PRESCHOOL
WWW.SAINTMARTINS.ORG



