ST. MARTIN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
606 W 15 STREET, AUSTIN, TEXAS | WWW.SAINTMARTINS.ORG

MAY 25, 2025
1700 AM

SIXTH
SUNDAY
OF
EASTER

LOVE, SHARE, & SERVE BOLDLY.

No matter where you find yourself on your faith journey—join us!

Here you have found a church home where believers congregate to encourage each other and grow
spiritually in an abundant relationship with the Lord. At St. Martin’s, we promote and value an
inclusive fellowship. Whether you are young, old, gay, straight, single, married, partnered—from all
walks of life, backgrounds, and cultures—we welcome you!




The Holy Spirit gathers us around the means of grace - the saving Word of God and the
sacraments. From the table of communion where Jesus Christ comes with forgiveness, life, and
salvation, God sends us out to share the good news and to care for those in need.

Families with small children may enjoy playing with toys on the Prayground rug in the Narthex. The
nursery is open for children 0-4 years. The joyful noise of our young ones is always welcome in this
space.

Hearing assistance devices are available in the Narthex, or you can listen through your smartphone.
The ushers are available to help you.

Notes in italics offer directions about the service. The people's responses are in bold.

PRELUDE
ORGAN SONATA NO. 4 IN B-FLAT MAJOR, OP. 65 ALLEGRETTO  FELIX MENDELSSOHN

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

WELCOME
The people stand as the tower bell rings to begin worship.



THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding

minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ¥ one God,
the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.

Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 4253
SHALL WE GATHER AT THE RIVER HANSON PLACE
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1 Shall we gath -er at the riv-er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,

2 On the mar-ginof the niv-er, wash -ing up its sil - ver spray,
3 Ere we reach the shin-ing riv-er, lay we ev-'ry bur-den down;
4 Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing 11v - er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;
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with its crys-tal tide for-ev - er flow-ing by the throne of God?
we will walk and wor - ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold-en day.
grace our spir-its will de-1liv - er, and pro-vide a  robe and crown.

soon our hap - py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of peace.
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Yes, we’ll gath-er at the riv-er, the beau-ti-ful, the beau-ti-ful  riv - er;
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gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of  God.
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APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 4



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together.

Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us food
from your tree of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we
may love one another and the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

The people are seated
FIRST READING ACTS 16:9-15

’ During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him
and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” '© When he had seen the vision, we
immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to
proclaim the good news to them.

'l ' We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day
to Neapolis, '* and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of
Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. ' On the
sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place
of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. '* A certain
woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of
Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what
was said by Paul. "> When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If
you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she
prevailed upon us.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING REVELATION 21110, 22-27, 2221-5

"0 And in the spirit one of the angels carried me away to a great, high mountain and
showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.

1 saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the
Lamb. * And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is
its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. ** The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the
earth will bring their glory into it. *° Its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be
no night there. *° People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. *” But
nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, but
only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

221 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing
from the throne of God and of the Lamb ° through the middle of the street of the city. On
either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit
each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. ° Nothing
accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in
it, and his servants will worship him; * they will see his face, and his name will be on their
foreheads. > And there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the
Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The people stand as they are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL JOHN [4:23-29

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
3 Jesus answered Judas (not Iscariot), “Those who love me will keep my word, and my
Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. **
Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not
mine, but is from the Father who sent me.

> “I have said these things to you while I am still with you. > But the Advocate, the
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and
remind you of all that I have said to you. *” Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.
I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let
them be afraid. ** You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.” If
you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is
greater than I. ” And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does
occur, you may believe.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN'S TIME

The people are seated. Children are invited to come forward for the children’s time.

THIS IS THE DAY

This is the day, this is the day

that the Lord has made, that the Lord has made;

we will rejoice, we will rejoice

and be glad in it, and be glad in it.

This is the day that the Lord has made;

we will rejoice and be glad in it.

This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made.

SERMON

The people stand to sing. Prayer cards are collected by the ushers during the sermon
song. Prayer requests may also be sent via email or text message to
prayer@saintmartins.org.



HYMN OF THE DAY
FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH
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1 For the beau-ty of the earth, for the beau-ty of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For each  per-fect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav'n;
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APOSTLES” CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Respond to each petition with: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

The people greet each other, saying “Peace be with you” or similar.

10



MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING [=]
The people are seated.

Ty

St. Martin’s and its ministries are supported by our offerings of ourselves, our  [m] kX
time, and our possessions. We give now as God has so graciously given to
us. To donate, go to saintmartins.org/giving or scan the QR code.

MUSICAL OFFERING
GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD JOHN STAINER

Please stand as you are able.

11
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OFFERING HYMN
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together.

Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we
bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal,
that we may live as your risen body in the world.

Amen.
12



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ... and join their unending hymn:
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You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,

and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world

to fulfill for us your holy will

and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Christ has died. Christis 1s - en. Chrst will come a - gain.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,
not as we ought but as we are able;
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,
may be formed to live as your holy people
14



and be given our inheritance with all your saints.
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Our communion table is open to all. Everyone is welcome to receive communion regardless of age or
denomination. Please come forward to receive the bread, then pick up a cup to receive the wine. Grape
juice cups are in the center of each tray. Gluten free wafers are available. If you prefer to remain in your
seat, please pick up a communion cup in the narthex or ask an usher to let the communion assistants
know to bring communion to you.

A Stephen Minister will be in front at the prayer station to pray with you during communion. You are
welcome to light a prayer candle in the stand near the communion table.
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AGNUS DEI

MUSIC AT COMMUNION

IF YE LOVE ME

The people stand as they are able.

TABLE BLESSING
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THOMAS TALLIS

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and give you

peace today, tomorrow and always.

Amen.
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NUNC DIMITTIS
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together.
Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell of

your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and
weary world. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The people are seated.

The people stand as they are able.

BLESSING

The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, 1 Savior, and Spirit,
light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

COME DOWN, O LOVE DIVINE
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DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

ORGAN SONATA NO. 4 IN B-FLAT MAJOR, OP. 65. ALLEGRO MAESTOSO E VIVACE
FELIX MENDELSSOHN

Serving Today
Pastor Ellen Williams - preaching/presiding

Linda Zander - assisting minister
- lector
Carey Henderson, Bunny Oliver - communion assistants
- acolytes
Michelle Widmer - Stephen Minister

Tim O'Brien - Director of Music
Austin Haller - Organist & Associate Director of Music
St. Martin's Choir
Jenny Ohrstrom, June Julian, soprano
Katherine Altobello O'Brien, mezzo-soprano
Evan Brown, Mark Istratie, tenor
Gil Zilkha, Anthony Ashley, bass

Larry Archer, Sam Archer - video
Mike Kaase - sound
Norm Hummell, Erhard Goerlitz, Harry Behal - ushers
Becky Montgomery - Welcome Desk
Tom Blomquist, Dina Ortiz, Bunny Oliver - Altar Guild
- fellowship snacks

Copyright Acknowledgements: Liturgy, prayers and scripture texts (NRSV) reprinted from Sundays and
Seasons © 2024 Augsburg Fortress, used by permission. All other text is listed in Public Domain.
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