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Love, Share, & Serve Boldly. 
No matter where you find yourself on your faith journey—join us! 

Here you have found a church home where believers congregate to encourage each other 

and grow spiritually in an abundant relationship with the Lord. At St. Martin’s, we 

promote and value an inclusive fellowship. Whether you are young, old, gay, straight, 

single, married, partnered—from all walks of life, backgrounds, and cultures—we 

welcome you! 

Welcome to St. Martin's 9AM Service 
This relaxed and reflective service gathers us as one family in Christ. The Holy Spirit brings 
us together around God’s gifts of Word and Sacrament. At the communion table, Christ 
meets us with forgiveness, life, and salvation, then sends us out to share good news and love 
with the world. 
Families with children are especially welcome. Little ones may enjoy the Prayground rug in 
the Narthex, and the nursery is open for ages 0–4. The joyful sounds of children are a  
treasured part of our worship. 
Hearing Assistance Devices are available in the Narthex, or you may listen through your 
smartphone. Our ushers are happy to help. 
Please check in at the Welcome Desk or on your phone and make a name tag so we can greet 
you by name.  
Notes in italics offer directions about the service. Spoken responses are in bold. 

PRELUDE 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

WELCOME 
Please stand and take a moment to say hello to those near you.  

The tower bell rings as we begin worship. 

Please be seated. 
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MUSICAL REFLECTION 
Advent arrives this year, and it is easy to wonder if the world has gone completely crazy. We may feel 
helpless, overwhelmed, and depressed. How can we help one another through this time and these feelings? 

Mad world roland orzabon 

Please stand as you are able. 

All around me are familiar faces 
Worn out places, worn out faces 
Bright and early for the daily races 
Going nowhere, going nowhere 

Their tears are filling up their glasses 
No expression, no expression 
Hide my head, I wanna drown my sorrow 
No tomorrow, no tomorrow 

And I find it kind of funny  
I find it kind of sad  
The dreams in which I'm dying  
Are the best I've ever had 
I find it hard to tell you 
I find it hard to take 
When people run in circles, it's a very, very 
Mad world, mad world 

Children waiting for the day they feel good 
Happy birthday, happy birthday 
And I feel the way that every child should 
Sit and listen, sit and listen 

Went to school and I was very nervous 
No one knew me, no one knew me 
"Hello, teacher! Tell me, what's my lesson?" 
Look right through me, look right through me 

Enlarging your world  
Mad world 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVE NT WREATH  
Week 1 Litany 
Leader 1: At every beginning there is a yearning 
for the one who is coming. 
O Emmanuel,  
Wake us up to your coming. 
 
Leader 2: We gather together to expect the unexpected 
and imagine the unimaginable. 
O Emmanuel,  
Wake us up to your coming. 
 
Leader 1: We wait for the day 
when God will recycle tanks into tractors 
and transform minefields into soccer fields. 
O Emmanuel,  
Wake us up to your coming. 
 
Leader 2: We stay awake by telling stories 
that offer a glimmer of a future 
and agitate dormant hope within us. 
O Emmanuel,  
Wake us up to your coming. 
 
Leader 1: Jesus, we welcome your presence now 
with the lighting of this candle, 
whose flame brings warmth to winter 
and fills this place with the glow of hope. 
Amen.  
 
The first candle is lit. 
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O come, o come, Emmanuel 

Apostolic greeting 
May God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer be with us as we worship today. 
Amen . 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

Reading matthew 24:36-44 

Please be seated. Children are invited to come forward for the children’s time with the Pastor.  

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36 “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels 
of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the days before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and 
they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will 
be left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be 
left. 42 Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 
But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the 
thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be  
broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour 
you do not expect.” 

PRAYER 
Let us pray together.   
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from 
the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your 
salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen.  
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CHILDREN’S TIME  

Message 

Please stand as you are able.  

Prayer cards, which can be found in the pew pockets, are collected by the ushers during the hymn. Prayer 

requests may also be sent via email or text message to prayer@saintmartins.org.  

Light a candle 

Children’s song  
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Hymn of the day 

A story for all people 
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Musical Offering 
Bridge over troubled water Paul Simon 

Please stand as you are able.  

Let us pray together. 
Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through 
this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of 
your kingdom come.  
Amen. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY 
 Each petition ends with:  God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Please be seated.  

OFFERING   
 

St. Martin’s and its ministries are supported by our offerings of ourselves, our 
time and our possessions. Now we give as God has so graciously given to us. To 
donate electronically, go to saintmartins.org/giving or scan the QR code. 

http://www.saintmartins.org/giving
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.     
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.      
We lift them to the Lord.   
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.         
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

Holy God,  
 the Beginning and the End…  
At this end of the ages 
 your son Jesus came to bring us  
 your love 
 And to heal all the suffering world. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed,  
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave  
 thanks;  
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
 saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
 given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
 thanks,  
 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my 
 blood, shed for you and for all people 
 for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering … Through him all glory 
 and honor is yours,  
 Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,  
 in your holy Church,  
 both now and forever. 
Amen . 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 



 12 

HOLY COMMUNION    
Our communion table is open to all.  Everyone is welcome to receive communion regardless 
of age or denomination.  Please come forward to stand or kneel at the altar rail to receive the 
bread and wine. Grape juice cups and gluten free wafers are available. If you prefer to 
remain in your seat, please pick up a communion cup in the narthex or ask an usher to let 
the communion assistants know to bring communion to you.  
A Stephen Minister will be in front at the prayer station to pray with you during 
communion. You are welcome to light a prayer candle in the stand near the communion 
table. 

Music at communion  
My lord, what a morning African American spiritual 

Please be seated. 

TABLE BLESSING 
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you today, tomorrow, and always.  Amen. 

Please stand as you are able. 

THANKSGIVING PRAYER  

Let us pray together. 
God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager 
to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Please be seated.  

The children and teachers are dismissed at 9:45am to go to their classrooms. 

Please stand as you are able. 

BLESSING 

May God who comes among us, Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in 
waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always. 
Amen.  
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SENDING SONG 
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Keep awake. 
Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE 
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Copyright Acknowledgements: Liturgy, prayers and scripture texts (NRSV) reprinted from Sundays 
and Seasons © 2025 Augsburg Fortress, used by permission.  All other text is listed in Public Domain. 

SERVING TODAY  
Pastor Ellen Williams - preaching/presiding 

 Mike Bruemmer - assisting minister 
Harper Badeusz - acolyte 

James Gavin, Sally Gavin - communion assistants 
Tom Friedrich - Stephen Minister 

 
Tim O'Brien - Director of Music 

Austin Haller - Associate Director of Music 
 

Larry Archer, Sam Archer - video 
Mike Kaase - sound 

Bill Grosskopf, Connie Grosskopf, Mike Bruemmer - ushers 
Virginia Haas, Mamie Hickerson - Welcome Center 

Tom Blomquist, Nancy Schroeder - Altar Guild  


