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LOVE, SHARE, & SERVE BOLDLY.
No matter where you find yourself on your faith journey—join us!
Here you have found a church home where believers congregate to encourage each other
and grow spiritually in an abundant relationship with the Lord. At St. Martin’s, we
promote and value an inclusive fellowship. Whether you are young, old, gay, straight,
single, married, partnered—from all walks of life, backgrounds, and cultures—we
welcome you!

The Holy Spirit gathers us in love around the means of grace: the living Word and the
holy sacraments. At the table of communion, Christ comes to us with forgiveness, life,
and salvation, then sends us forth to carry the good news and serve all in need.

We welcome families with young children. Little ones may delight in the Prayground rug
in the Narthex, and the nursery is open for ages 0—4. The laughter and voices of children
are a treasured blessing in our worship.

Please take a moment to check in at the Welcome Desk or on your smartphone, and
wear a name tag so we may greet you by name.

Hearing assistance devices are available in the Narthex, and the service may also be
heard through your smartphone. Our ushers are glad to guide and assist you.

Notes in italics offer directions for the service. The people’s responses are in bold.

PRELUDE

Chorale Prelude on Divinum mysterium David N. Johnson
(Of the Father's Love Begotten)

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
WELCOME

The people stand as the tower bell rings to begin worship.



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation
is sure.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The people kneel, sit, or stand for a time of reflection.

Long-expected God,

we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can provide.
We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war.

We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake.

Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors.
Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we
may abound in the hope you have promised.

Amen.

The people stand.

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness.  You are
freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior.
Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 248
PEOPLE, LOOK EAST BESANCON
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APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL
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At every beginning there is a yearning
for the one who is coming.

O Emmanuel,

Surprise us by your coming.

We gather together to let God’s good news
reorient our lives.

O Emmanuel,

Surprise us by your coming.

We wait for the day

when all the world will see the sign
that God is with us.

O Emmanuel,

Surprise us by your coming.



We are shocked by how God comes close,
even at this very moment.

O Emmanuel,

Surprise us by your coming.

Jesus, we welcome your presence now
with the lighting of these candles,

whose flames bring warmth to winter
and fill this place with the glow of hope.
Amen.

Four candles are lit.

O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL

O come, O Key of David, come,
and open wide our heav'nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together.

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might,
free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promis-
es, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever. Amen.



The people are seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

FIRST READING ISAIAH 7:10-16

"0 The Lorp spoke to Ahaz, saying, !’ “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as
Sheol or high as heaven.” !> But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to
the test.” ¥ Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to wea-
ry mortals that you weary my God also? * Therefore the Lord himself will give you a
sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall name him Im-
manuel. "> He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and
choose the good. '° For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the
good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.”

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING ROMANS [:1-7

' Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, *
which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, ° the gospel
concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh * and was de-
clared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection
from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, ° through whom we have received grace and
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the gentiles for the sake of his
name, ¢ including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,

’To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



The people stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e -ter-nal life.

GOSPEL MATTHEW [118-25

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
'“ Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant
from the Holy Spirit. ' Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to ex-
pose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. *° But just when he had re-
solved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son
of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit. ' She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins.” ?> All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by
the Lord through the prophet:

* “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.” ** When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of
the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife *° but had no marital relations with her
until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



The people are seated. Children are invited to come forward for the children’s time.

CHILDREN’S SONG

LIGHT A CANDLE TIM O’BRIEN
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Light for the world is com - ing soon. We pre- pare__ the way!

CHILDREN'S TIME

SERMON

The people stand.

Prayer cards are collected by the ushers during the hymn of the day. Prayer requests may
also be sent via email or text message to prayer@saintmartins.org.



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 265

THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME GABRIEL'S MESSAGE
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NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary

and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the
Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the
Son,

who with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Respond to each petition with: God of grace, hear our prayer.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

The people greet each other, saying “Peace be with you” or similar.

The people are seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
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OFFERING

St. Martin’s and its ministries are supported by our offerings of ourselves, our
time and our possessions. Now we give as God has so graciously given to us. To
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donate electronically, go to saintmartins.org/giving or scan the QR code. El-ih..hi

MUSICAL OFFERING

AVE MARIA FRANZ BIEBL
Please stand as you are able.
OFFERING HYMN
LET ALL MORTAL FLESH KEEP SILENCE PICARDY
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together,

Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through
this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of
your kingdom come.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ... and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS
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Ho - san - na in the high - est.

Holy God, the Beginning and the End...

At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love and to heal all the

suffering world.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection...
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your

holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, who trespass against us;
hallowed be thy name, and lead us not into temptation,
thy kingdom come, but deliver us from evil.
thy will be done, For thine is the kingdom,
on earth as it is in heaven. and the power, and the glory,

Give us this day our daily bread; forever and ever. Amen.

and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

Please be seated.

HOLY COMMUNION

Our communion table is open to all. Everyone is welcome to receive communion regardless
of age or denomination. Please come forward to stand or kneel at the altar rail to receive the
bread and wine. Grape juice cups and gluten free wafers are available. If you prefer to remain
in your seat, please pick up a communion cup in the narthex or ask an usher to let the
communion assistants know to bring communion to you.

A Stephen Minister will be in front at the prayer station to pray with you during
communion. You are welcome to light a prayer candle in the stand near the communion
table.
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COMMUNION HYMN ELW 295
OF THE FATHER’S LOVE BEGOTTEN DIVINUM MYSTERIUM
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The people stand.

TABLE BLESSING

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and give you
peace today, tomorrow, and always. Amen.

NUNC DIMITTIS
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together.
God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager
to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

The people are seated.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The people stand.
BLESSING

May God who comes among us, Father, ¥ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in
waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always.
Amen. 18



SENDING HYMN
A STABLE LAMP IS LIGHTED
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Voluntary on Besangon
(People, Look East)

Wayne L. Wold

SERVING TODAY

Pastor Ellen Williams - preaching/presiding
Linda Zander - assisting minister
Martha Dorow - lector
Carey Henderson - communion assistants
- Stephen Minister

Tim O'Brien - Director of Music
Austin Haller - Organist & Associate Director of Music
St. Martin’s Choir

Soprano Alto
Natalie Archer, Viera Buzgova, Sandra Dager, Katherine Altobello O’Brien, section leader,
Patricia Kirksey, Christina Martin, Judy Beglau, Donna Cordes, Karen Cross, Dawn
Summer Davis Martinez, Marjorie Nelch, Denne, Rebekah Dobrasko, Pamela Hite,
Jenny Ohrstrom, section leader, June Julian, section leader, Madison Shortes,
Janet Brehm Taylor Shirley Steele, Linda Zander
Tenor Bass
Evan Brown, section leader, David Cross, Anthony Ashley, section leader, Richard Denne,
Dan Dworin, Austin Good, Eduardo Duarte, Blaine Grenell, Robert Harlan,
Mark Istratie, section leader John Jennings, Mark Olson, Stephen Ottmers,

John Proft, Trevor Schultze,
Gil Zilkha, section leader

Eddie Jennings - video
Mike Kaase - sound
Jeft Hinkle, Norm Hummell - ushers
Becky Montgonery - Welcome Desk
Tom Blomquist - Altar Guild
Jackie Chuter - fellowship snacks
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