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LOVE, SHARE, & SERVE BOLDLY.

No matter where you find yourself on your faith journey—join us!

Here you have found a church home where believers congregate to encourage each other
and grow spiritually in an abundant relationship with the Lord. At St. Martin’s, we
promote and value an inclusive fellowship. Whether you are young, old, gay, straight,
single, married, partnered—from all walks of life, backgrounds, and cultures—we
welcome you!

Welcome to St. Martin's 9AM Service

This relaxed and reflective service gathers us as one family in Christ. The Holy Spirit brings
us together around God’s gifts of Word and Sacrament. At the communion table, Christ
meets us with forgiveness, life, and salvation, then sends us out to share good news and love
with the world.

Families with children are especially welcome. Little ones may enjoy the Prayground rug in
the Narthex, and the nursery is open for ages 0-4. The joyful sounds of children are a treas-
ured part of our worship.

Hearing Assistance Devices are available in the Narthex, or you may listen through your
smartphone. Our ushers are happy to help.

Please check in at the Welcome Desk or on your phone and make a name tag so we can greet

you by name.
Notes in italics offer directions about the service. Spoken responses are in bold.

PRELUDE

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

The tower bell rings as we begin worship.

WELCOME

Please stand and take a moment to say hello to those near you.

Please be seated. 5



MUSICAL REFLECTION
Mary has been so often depicted as accepting her immense responsibility with superhuman
endurance and calm. What comes to us if we imagine Mary's humanity with more nuance

MARY PATTY GRIFFIN

Mary - you're covered in roses, you're covered in ashes
You're covered in rain

You're covered in babies, you're covered in slashes
You're covered in wilderness, you're covered in stains
You cast aside the sheet, you cast aside the shroud
Of another man, who served the world proud

You greet another son, you lose another one

On some sunny day and always stay, Mary

Jesus says Mother I couldn't stay another day longer
Flies right by and leaves a kiss upon her face

While the angels are singin' his praises in a blaze of glory
Mary stays behind and starts cleaning up the place
Mary she moves behind me

She leaves her fingerprints everywhere

Every time the snow drifts, every time the sand shifts
Even when the night lifts, she's always there

Mary you're covered in roses, you're covered in ruin
you're covered in secrets

You're covered in treetops, you're covered in birds
who can sing a million songs without any words

You cast aside the sheets, you cast aside the shroud
of another man, who served the world proud

You greet another son, you lose another one

on some sunny day and always you stay

Mary



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

At every beginning there is a yearning
for the one who is coming.

O Emmanuel,

Surprise us by your coming.

We gather together to let God’s good news
reorient our lives.

O Emmanuel,

Surprise us by your coming.

We wait for the day

when all the world will see the sign

that God is with us.

O Emmanuel,

Surprise us by your coming.

We are shocked by how God comes close,
even at this very moment.

O Emmanuel,

Surprise us by your coming.

Jesus, we welcome your presence now
with the lighting of these candles,
whose flames bring warmth to winter
and fill this place with the glow of hope.
Amen.

Four candles are lit.

O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL

O come, O Key of David, come,

and open wide our heav'nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery.

Rejoice! Rejoice!

Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

Please stand as you are able.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

May God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer be with us as we worship today.
Amen.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together.

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might,
free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

READING MATTHEW [118-25

'* Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant
from the Holy Spirit. ' Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to ex-
pose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. *° But just when he had re-
solved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son
of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit. >' She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins.” >> All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by
the Lord through the prophet:

» “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.” ** When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of
the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife *° but had no marital relations with her
until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus.

Please be seated. Children are invited to come forward for the children’s time with the Pastor.

CHILDREN'S SONG
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CHILDREN'S TIME

MESSAGE

Please stand as you are able.

Prayer cards, which can be found in the pew pockets, are collected by the ushers during the hymn. Prayer
requests may also be sent via email or text message to prayer@saintmartins.org.

HYMN OF THE DAY
THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME
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1 The an - gel Ga - bri - el from heav - en came,
2 “For know a bless - ed moth - er thou shalt be,
3 Then gen - tle Mar - y meek - ly bowed her head;
4 Of her, Em-man - u - el, the Christ, was born
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with  wings as dnft - ed snow, with eyes as flame:
all gen - er - a - tions laud and  hon - or thee:
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in Beth - le-hem all  on a Christ - mas morn,
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Most high -ly fa- vored la - dy,
“Most high -1y fa- vored la - dy.”



PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY

Each petition ends with: God of grace, hear our prayer.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Please be seated.

OFFERING

St. Martin’s and its ministries are supported by our offerings of ourselves, our o i.'Eflﬁ
time and our possessions. Now we give as God has so graciously given to us. To hi
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donate electronically, go to saintmartins.org/giving or scan the QR code.

MUSICAL OFFERING
WITH ARMS WIDE OPEN

Well, I just heard the news today

It seems my life is goin' to change

I closed my eyes, begin to pray

Then tears of joy stream down my face

With arms wide open under the sunlight
Welcome to this place, I'll show you everything
Well, I don't know if I'm ready

To be the man I have to be

I'll take a breath, I'll take her by my side

We stand in awe, she's creating life

With arms wide open under the sunlight
Welcome to this place, I'll show you everything
With arms wide open, now everything has changed
I'll show you love, I'll show you everything

If I had just one wish, only one demand

I hope he's not like me, I hope he understands
That he can take this life and hold it by the hand
And he can greet the world with arms wide open
With arms wide open under the sunlight
Welcome to this place, I'll show you everything
With arms wide open, now everything has changed
I'll show you love, I'll show you everything

With arms wide open

MARK TREMONTI & SCOTT STAPP


http://www.saintmartins.org/giving

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together.

Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through
this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of

your kingdom come. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy God,
the Beginning and the End...
At this end of the ages
Your son Jesus came to bring us
your love
And to heal all the suffering world.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering ... Through him all glory
and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.

Amen.



LORD"S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be thy name, who trespass against us;
thy kingdom come, and lead us not into temptation,
thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.
on earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom,
Give us this day our daily bread; and the power, and the glory,
and forgive us our trespasses, forever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated.

HOLY COMMUNION

Our communion table is open to all. Everyone is welcome to receive communion regardless
of age or denomination. Please come forward to stand or kneel at the altar rail to receive the
bread and wine. Grape juice cups and gluten free wafers are available. If you prefer to
remain in your seat, please pick up a communion cup in the narthex or ask an usher to let
the communion assistants know to bring communion to you.

A Stephen Minister will be in front at the prayer station to pray with you during
communion. You are welcome to light a prayer candle in the stand near the communion
table.

MUSIC AT COMMUNION
LET IT BE JOHN LENNON & PAUL MCCARTNEY

When I find myself in times of trouble, Mother Mary comes to me
Speaking words of wisdom, let it be

And in my hour of darkness she is standing right in front of me
Speaking words of wisdom, let it be

And when the broken hearted people living in the world agree
There will be an answer, let it be

For though they may be parted, there is still a chance that they will see
There will be an answer, let it be

And when the night is cloudy there is still a light that shines on me
Shinin' until tomorrow, let it be

I wake up to the sound of music, Mother Mary comes to me
Speaking words of wisdom, let it be



Please stand as you are able.

TABLE BLESSING

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you today, tomorrow, and always. Amen.

THANKSGIVING PRAYER

Let us pray together.

God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager
to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

Please be seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The children and teachers are dismissed at 9:45am to go to their classrooms.

Please stand as you are able.

BLESSING

May God who comes among us, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in
waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG
PEOPLE, LOOK EAST
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1 Peo - ple, look east. The time is near of the crown-ing
2 Fur - rows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed s
3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the
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of the year. Make your house fair as you are a - ble,
plant - ed there. Give up your strength the seed to nour - ish,
bowl shall brim, shin - ing be - yond the frost - y weath - er,
life to earth. Set ev -ty peak and val - ley hum - ming
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trim  the hearth and set the ta - ble. Peo-ple, look
that in course the flow’r may flour - ish. Peo -ple, look
bright as sun and moon to - geth - er. Peo-ple, look
with  the word, the Lord is com - ing. Peo - ple, look
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east, and sing to - day— Love, the Guest, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Rose, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Star, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Lord, is on the way.
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

SERVING TODAY

Pastor Ellen Williams — preaching/presiding
Harper Badeusz - acolyte
Charlie Crouch - assisting minister
Sally Gavin, James Gavin - communion assistants
Bob Gibbons - Stephen Minister

Tim O'Brien - Director of Music
Austin Haller - Associate Director of Music
Katherine Altobello O’Brien, vocals; Andrew Fuhrman, drums;
Darin Layne, guitar; Jay Clement, bass - musicians

Mike Kaase - sound
Garry Flandermeyer - ushers
Penny Davis - Welcome Center
Tom Blomquist, Nancy Schroeder - Altar Guild

Copyright Acknowledgements: Liturgy, prayers and scripture texts (NRSV) reprinted from Sundays
and Seasons © 2025 Augsburg Fortress, used by permission. All other text is listed in Public Domain.
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