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Love, Share, & Serve Boldly. 
No matter where you find yourself on your faith journey—join us! 

Here you have found a church home where believers congregate to encourage each other 

and grow spiritually in an abundant relationship with the Lord. At St. Martin’s, we 

promote and value an inclusive fellowship. Whether you are young, old, gay, straight, 

single, married, partnered—from all walks of life, backgrounds, and cultures—we 

welcome you! 

Welcome to St. Martin's 9AM Service 
This relaxed and reflective service gathers us as one family in Christ. The Holy Spirit brings 
us together around God’s gifts of Word and Sacrament. At the communion table, Christ 
meets us with forgiveness, life, and salvation, then sends us out to share good news and love 
with the world. 
Families with children are especially welcome. Little ones may enjoy the Prayground rug in 
the Narthex, and the nursery is open for ages 0–4. The joyful sounds of children are a  
treasured part of our worship. 
Hearing Assistance Devices are available in the Narthex, or you may listen through your 
smartphone. Our ushers are happy to help. 
Please check in at the Welcome Desk or on your phone and make a name tag so we can greet 
you by name.  
Notes in italics offer directions about the service. Spoken responses are in bold. 

PRELUDE 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

WELCOME 
Please stand as you are able and take a few moments to say hello to one another. Then be seated  

afterwards for the musical reflection. 

The tower bell rings as we begin worship. 



 3 

MUSICAL REFLECTION 
We share a piece of writing inviting us into consideration of scripture and worship through different voices. 

O death American traditional 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is 
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen.  
 
Let us return to God, confessing our sin in 
the assurance of God’s abiding love. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate One, 
you are slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love, 
but our lives do not always reflect you 
and your love for the world. 
We do not show others the tender  
compassion you have shown to us. 

We do not welcome others with the  
radical hospitality you grant to all people.  
We oppress others, even though you have 
set us free again and again. 
We squander the abundant gifts of the 
earth. 
Transform our lives and guide us again in 
the way of the cross. 
Amen.  
 
Beloved in Christ,  
God ’s arms are always stretched open wide 
to welcome the wandering ones home. 
In † Christ your sins are forgiven. 
You have a place in God’s house forever. 
Amen.  

Please stand as you are able. 

Apostolic greeting 
May God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer be with us as we worship this day. 

Amen.  
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Gathering song 
jesus is a rock in a weary land  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe 
upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve 
you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Please be seated. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

Reading John 11:1-45 

1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 

Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her 
brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 
4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s  
glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved 
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days 
longer in the place where he was. 
  7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to 
him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus 
answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not 
stumble because they see the light of this world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble  
because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has 
fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has 
fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but 
they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is 
dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 
16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die 
with him.” 
  17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Now 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to  
Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give 
you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said 
to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I 
am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 
and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to 
him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the 
world.” 
  28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately, 
“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and 
went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at the place where  
Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get 
up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb 
to weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said 
to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her 
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All adults please be seated while children come forward for their special time. 

Lord, listen to your children praying 

Children’s song  

weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and 
deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 
35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, 
“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
  38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I 
not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the 
stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew 
that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that 
they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth 
and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
  45 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did  
believed in him. 

Message 

CHILDREN’S TIME  

Please stand as you are able.   
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Hymn of the day 
What wondrous love is this 

Prayer cards, which can be found in the pew pockets, are collected by the ushers during the hymn. Prayer 

requests may also be sent via email or text message to prayer@saintmartins.org.  

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY 
 Each petition ends with:  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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OFFERING   
 

St. Martin’s and its ministries are supported by our offerings of ourselves, our 
time and our possessions. Now we give as God has so graciously given to us. To 
donate electronically, go to saintmartins.org/giving or scan the QR code. 

No hard feelings Robert William crawford, scott Yancey avett,  
 timothy seth avett 

Musical Offering  

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Please be seated for the offering.  

When my body won't hold me anymore 
And it finally lets me free will I be ready? 
When my feet won't walk another mile 
And my lips give their last kiss goodbye 
Will my hands be steady when I lay down my 
fears, my hopes, and my doubts? 
The rings on my fingers, and the keys to my 
house   
With no hard feelings 
When the sun hangs low in the west 
And the light in my chest won't be kept held at 
bay any longer when the jealousy fades away 
And it's ash and dust for cash and lust 
And it's just hallelujah and love in thought, 
love in the words love in the songs they sing in 
the church 
And no hard feelings 
Lord knows, they haven't done much good for 
anyone kept me afraid and cold 
With so much to have and hold 

Mmm, hmm 
When my body won't hold me anymore 
And it finally lets me free where will I go? 
Will the trade winds take me south through 
Georgia grain? Or tropical rain? Or snow from 
the heavens? Will I join with the ocean blue? 
Or run into a savior true? And shake hands 
laughing and walk through the night, straight 
to the light holding the love I've known in my 
life  
And no hard feelings 
Lord knows, they haven't done much good for 
anyone kept me afraid and cold 
With so much to have and hold 
Under the curving sky I'm finally learning why  
It matters for me and you to say it and mean it 
too for life and its loveliness and all of its  
ugliness good as it's been to me 
I have no enemies 

Please stand as you are able.  

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray together. 
O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send 
rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts 
of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear 
witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

http://www.saintmartins.org/giving


 9 

Holy God,  
 our living Water and…  
We praise you for Christ... 
 Pouring out his life for the world. 
In the night in which he was betrayed,  
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave  
 thanks; broke it, and gave it to his  
 disciples, saying: Take and eat; this  
 is my body, given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
 thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
 saying: This cup is the new covenant 
 in my blood, shed for you and for all 
 people  for  the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering …  
Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER  

Please be seated. 

HOLY COMMUNION    
Our communion table is open to all.  Everyone is welcome to receive communion regardless of age or 
denomination.  Please come to the altar rail and kneel or stand. You will receive the bread in your 
hands; please dip the bread into the communion bowl, then consume. If you prefer a blessing, please 
cross your arms over your chest at the altar rail. Gluten free wafers are available on the communion 
plate. Grape juice is available on the small table near the altar.  If you prefer to remain in your seat, please 
pick up a communion cup in the Narthex or ask an usher to let the minister know to bring communion to 
you. You are invited to bring your personal prayer concerns to the Stephen Minister who will be at the 
station at the front of the church.  You are welcome to light a prayer candle on the table near the altar. 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.         
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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Please stand as you are able. 

Music at communion 
precious Lord, take my hand Thomas a. dorsey 

Please stand as you are able. 

TABLE BLESSING 
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you today, tomorrow, and always.  Amen. 

THANKSGIVING PRAYER  

Let us pray together. 
God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,  
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood 
of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love 
for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

Please be seated for our announcements.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

The children and teachers are dismissed at 9:45am to go to their classrooms. 

BLESSING 
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus 
Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, † bless you 
now and always. 
Amen. 



 11 

SENDING SONG 
Christ is the life 
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DISMISSAL 

POSTLUDE 

Go in peace. Believe the good news. 
Thanks be to God.  

SERVING TODAY  
Pr. Alan Watt - preaching/presiding 
Charlie Crouch  - assisting minister 

Erika Rorer, Tom Friedrich - communion assistants 
Tim Fackler - Stephen Minister 

 
Tim O'Brien - Director of Music 

Austin Haller - Associate Director of Music 
Katherine Altobello O ’Brien, vocals; Andrew Fuhrman, drums;  

 Darin Layne, guitar; Jay Clement, bass - musicians 
 

Mike Kaase - sound 
Garry Flandermeyer - ushers 

Virginia Haas, Mamie Hickerson - Welcome Center 
Tom Blomquist, Nancy Schroeder - Altar Guild  

Nora Friedrich - fellowship snacks 

Copyright Acknowledgements: Liturgy, prayers and scripture texts (NRSV) reprinted from Sundays and Seasons © 2026 Augs-
burg Fortress, used by permission.  All other text is listed in Public Domain. 


