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The Holy Spirit gathers us in love around the means of grace: the living Word and the 
holy sacraments. At the table of communion, Christ comes to us with forgiveness, life, 
and salvation, then sends us forth to carry the good news and serve all in need. 
We welcome families with young children. Little ones may delight in the Prayground rug 
in the Narthex, and the nursery is open for ages 0–4. The laughter and voices of children 
are a treasured blessing in our worship. 
Please take a moment to check in at the Welcome Desk or on your smartphone and wear 
a name tag so we may greet each other by name. 
Hearing assistance devices are available in the Narthex, and the service may also be 
heard through your smartphone. Our ushers are glad to guide and assist you. 
Notes in italics offer directions for the service. The people’s responses are in bold. 

Prelude 
Piano Sonata No. 8 in C minor: Adagio cantabile Ludwig van Beethoven  

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

Welcome 

Love, Share, & Serve Boldly. 
No matter where you find yourself on your faith journey—join us! 

Here you have found a church home where believers congregate to encourage each other 
and grow spiritually in an abundant relationship with the Lord. At St. Martin’s, we 

promote and value an inclusive fellowship. Whether you are young, old, gay, straight, 
single, married, partnered—from all walks of life, backgrounds, and cultures—we 

welcome you! 

The people stand as the tower bell rings to begin worship.  
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All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding  
minister begins. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and  
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and 
placed us in a well-watered garden. In the desert, you promised pools of water for the 
parched, and you gave us water from the rock. When we did not know the way, you 
sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, you washed us from  
Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 
  
We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for all  
water everywhere. 
 
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy all who thirst, and give us the life 
only you can give. 
  
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our living water, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen.  

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  
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processional Hymn elw 389 
Christ is alive! Let Christians sing truro 

Apostolic greeting  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
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Canticle of praise 
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First Reading acts 7:55-60  

55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look, ” he said, “I see the heavens opened and 
the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they covered their ears, and 
with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the 
city and began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man 
named Saul. 59 While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spir-
it.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

The people are seated. 

Prayer of the Day  
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to 
love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen.  
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SECOND READING 1 PETER 2:2-10 
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4 Come to him, a living stone, 
though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5 like living stones 
let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sac-
rifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture:  
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,  
 “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 
8 and  
 “A stone that makes them stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
  9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in 
order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness into 
his marvelous light. 
10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; 
 once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

The people stand as they are able.  

Gospel acclamation 



 8 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe 
also in me. 2 In my Father ’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would 
I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be 
also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, 
“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to 
him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and 
have seen him.” 
  8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to 
him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever 
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not be-
lieve that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not 
speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe because of the 
works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the 
works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the 
Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in 
the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. ” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  

Gospel john 14:1-14 

As the adults are seated, the children are invited to come forward for their special time.  
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Children’s song 
EVERY TIME I FEEL THE SPIRIT 

Children’s time 

Sermon 

The people stand as they are able. 

Prayer cards are collected by the ushers during the hymn of the day. Prayer requests may  
also be sent via email or text message to prayer@saintmartins.org.  
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Hymn of the day elw 332 
I heard the voice of Jesus say third mode melody 
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Apostles’ Creed 

Prayers of Intercession 
 Respond to each petition with: Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

The people greet each other, saying “Peace be with you” or similar. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God ’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the  
 Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the  
 living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The people are seated. 

Offering  
St. Martin’s and its ministries are supported by our offerings of ourselves, our 
time, and our possessions. We give now as God has so graciously given to 
us. To donate, go to saintmartins.org/giving  or scan the QR code. 

http://www.saintmartins.org/giving
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Offering hymn elw 816 
come, my way, my truth, my life the call 

Musical Offering 
How lovely is thy dwelling place from requiem Johannes Brahms 

The people stand as they are able. 
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Offering prayer 
Let us pray together,   
Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us 
to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for 
us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Great thanksgiving 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, … and join their unending hymn: 

Sanctus 
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You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God... 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command... 
  
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, 
now and forever. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s prayer 
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The people are seated. 

HOLY COMMUNION    
Our communion table is open to all. Everyone is welcome to receive communion regardless of age or 
denomination. We practice distribution by taking the wafer in your hand, then before consuming the 
bread, dipping it into the bowl of wine. If you prefer a blessing, cross your arms over your chest.  Gluten 
free wafers are available upon request. Grape juice is available on the small table near the altar. If you 
prefer to remain in your seat, please pick up a communion cup in the Narthex or ask an usher to let the 
minister know to bring communion to you. You are invited to bring your personal prayer concerns to the 
Stephen Minister who will be at the station at the front of the church. You are welcome to light a prayer 
candle on the table near the altar.  

Agnus dei 

The people stand as they are able. 

Table blessing 
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and give you 
peace today, tomorrow, and always. Amen. 

Music at communion  
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Nunc Dimittis 
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Prayer after communion 
Let us pray together.  
O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your  
servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We ask 
this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

The people are seated. 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Announcements 

Blessing 
The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the  
hungry, who sets the prisoners free, † bless you now and forever. 
Amen.  

The people stand as they are able. 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Happy Birthday to you  
To Jesus be true  
May God bless you always  
Happy Birthday to you!  
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Sending Hymn  
Joyful, joyful we adore thee hymn to joy 
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Copyright Acknowledgements: Liturgy, prayers and scripture texts (NRSV) reprinted from Sundays and Seasons  

© 2026 Augsburg Fortress, used by permission.  All other text is listed in Public Domain. 

Serving Today 

Pastor Alan J. Watt - preaching/presiding 
Mike Bruemmer - assisting minister 

Martha Dorow - lector 
Bunny Oliver - communion assistants 

- Stephen Minister 
 

Tim O'Brien - Director of Music 
Austin Haller - Organist & Associate Director of Music 

St. Martin’s Choir   

POSTLUDE 
Improvisation on hymn to joy 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Live in hope. 
Thanks be to God. 

Mike Kaase  - sound 
Norm Hummell, Jeff Hinkle - ushers 
Becky Montgomery - Welcome Desk 

Donna Gunter, Carey Henderson - Altar Guild  

Soprano 
Natalie Archer, Viera Buzgova, Sandra Dager,  

Patricia Kirksey, Christina Martin,  
Summer Davis Martinez, Marjorie Nelch,  

Jenny Ohrstrom, section leader, Janet Brehm Taylor 

Alto 
Katherine Altobello O ’Brien, section leader, 

Judy Beglau, Donna Cordes, Karen Cross, Dawn Denne, 
Rebekah Dobrasko, Pamela Hite, June Julian, section leader,  

Madison Shortes, Shirley Steele, Linda Zander 

Tenor 
Evan Brown, section leader, David Cross, Dan Dworin, 

Mark Istratie, section leader 

Bass 
Anthony Ashley, section leader, Richard Denne,  
Eduardo Duarte, Blaine Grenell, Robert Harlan,  

John Jennings, Mark Olson, Stephen Ottmers, John Proft,  
Trevor Schultze, Gil Zilkha, section leader 


