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The Holy Spirit gathers us in love around the means of grace: the living Word and the 
holy sacraments. At the table of communion, Christ comes to us with forgiveness, life, 
and salvation, then sends us forth to carry the good news and serve all in need. 
We welcome families with young children. Little ones may delight in the Prayground rug 
in the Narthex, and the nursery is open for ages 0–4. The laughter and voices of children 
are a treasured blessing in our worship. 
Please take a moment to check in at the Welcome Desk or on your smartphone and wear 
a name tag so we may greet each other by name. 
Hearing assistance devices are available in the Narthex, and the service may also be 
heard through your smartphone. Our ushers are glad to guide and assist you. 
Notes in italics offer directions for the service. The people’s responses are in bold. 

Prelude 
Water Music Suite: Air G.F. Handel  

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

Welcome 

Love, Share, & Serve Boldly. 
No matter where you find yourself on your faith journey—join us! 

Here you have found a church home where believers congregate to encourage each other 
and grow spiritually in an abundant relationship with the Lord. At St. Martin’s, we 

promote and value an inclusive fellowship. Whether you are young, old, gay, straight, 
single, married, partnered—from all walks of life, backgrounds, and cultures—we 

welcome you! 

The people stand as they are able. 

The tower bell rings as we begin worship  
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processional Hymn elw 393 
A hymn of glory let us sing! Last uns erfreuen 
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Canticle of praise 

Apostolic greeting  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
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First Reading acts 1:6-14  
6 When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time when 
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times 
or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all  
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going 
and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

The people are seated. 

Prayer of the Day  
Let us pray. 
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. 
Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be 
drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  
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SECOND READING 1 PETER 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test 
you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you are 
sharing Christ ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory 
is revealed. 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit 
of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 
 
  5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt 
you in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8 Discipline 
yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, look-
ing for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your 
brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10 And 
after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his 
eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To 
him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

The people stand as they are able.  

11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, 
who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him 
go into heaven.” 
  12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near  
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went to 
the room upstairs where they were staying: Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, 
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the 
Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, 
together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
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The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
1 After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up to heaven and said, 
“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you 
have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given 
him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave 
me to do. 5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in 
your presence before the world existed.  6 “I have made your name known to those whom 
you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have 
kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me is from you, 8 for 
the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and 
know in truth that I came from you, and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am  
asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world but on behalf of those 
whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, 
and I have been glorified in them. 11 And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in 
the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have 
given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

Gospel john 17:1-11 

As the adults are seated, the children are invited to come forward for their special time.  

Gospel acclamation 
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Children’s song 
EVERY TIME I FEEL THE SPIRIT 

Children’s time 

Sermon 

The people stand as they are able. 

Prayer cards are collected by the ushers during the hymn of the day. Prayer requests may  
also be sent via email or text message to prayer@saintmartins.org.  



 9 

Hymn of the day  
up through endless ranks of angels ascended triumph 
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Apostles’ Creed 

Prayers of Intercession 
 Respond to each petition with: Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

The people greet each other, saying “Peace be with you” or similar. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God ’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the  
 Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the  
 living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Musical Offering 
Thou art gone up on high from messiah g.f. handel 

The people stand as they are able. 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The people are seated. 

Offering  

St. Martin’s and its ministries are supported by our offerings of ourselves, our 
time, and our possessions. We give now as God has so graciously given to us.  
To donate, go to saintmartins.org/giving or scan the QR code. 

While St. Martin’s also accepts Venmo payments, St. Martin’s does not issue  
donation statements for Venmo donations. If you require a statement for tax or 
voting membership purposes, please use one of our other giving options. 

http://www.saintmartins.org/giving
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Offering hymn elw 470 
draw us in the spirit’s tether union seminary 
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Offering prayer 
Let us pray together,   
Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us 
to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for 
us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Great thanksgiving 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, … and join their unending hymn: 

Sanctus 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God... 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command... 
  
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, 
now and forever. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s prayer 

The people are seated. 

HOLY COMMUNION    
Our communion table is open to all. Everyone is welcome to receive communion regardless of age or 
denomination. We practice distribution by taking the wafer in your hand, then before consuming the 
bread, dipping it into the bowl of wine. If you prefer a blessing, cross your arms over your chest.  Gluten 
free wafers and grape juice are available on the small table near the altar. If you prefer to remain in your 
seat, please pick up a communion cup in the Narthex or ask an usher to let the minister know to bring 
communion to you. You are invited to bring your personal prayer concerns to the Stephen Minister near 
the altar and to light a prayer candle on the nearby table.  
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Agnus dei 

MUSIC AT COMMUNION 

O sacrum convivium olivier messiaen 

The people stand as they are able. 

O sacrum convivium! 
in quo Christus sumitur: 
recolitur memoria passionis eius: 
mens impletur gratia: 
et futurae gloriae nobis pignus datur. 
Alleluia 
 

O sacred banquet 
In which Christ is taken,  
Recalling to memory his passion, 
The mind is filled with grace, 
And a promise is given of the glory to 
come. 
Alleluia!   
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Nunc Dimittis 

Table blessing 
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and give you 
peace today, tomorrow, and always. Amen. 
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Prayer after communion 
Let us pray together.  
O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your  
servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We ask 
this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

The people are seated. 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Announcements 

Blessing 
The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the  
hungry, who sets the prisoners free, † bless you now and forever. 
Amen.  

The people stand as they are able. 

Sending Hymn elw 855 
Crown him with many crowns diademata 
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Dismissal 
Go in peace. Live in hope. 
Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE 
Water Music Suite: Interlude G.F. Handel  
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 Copyright Acknowledgements: Liturgy, prayers and scripture texts (NRSV) reprinted from Sundays and Seasons  

© 2026 Augsburg Fortress, used by permission.  All other text is listed in Public Domain. 

Serving Today 

Pastor Alan Watt - presiding/preaching 
Natalie Archer - assisting minister 

Sam Archer - acolyte 
Andrew Fuhrman - lector 

Karen Cross, Bunny Oliver - communion assistant 
- Stephen Minister 

 
Tim O'Brien - Director of Music 

Austin Haller - Organist & Associate Director of Music 
St. Martin's Choir    

Mike Kaase - sound 
Norm Hummell, Jeff Hinkle - ushers 

Bunny Oliver - Welcome Desk 
Tom Blomquist - Altar Guild  

Becky Montgomery - fellowship snacks 

Soprano 
Natalie Archer, Viera Buzgova, Sandra Dager,  

Patricia Kirksey, Christina Martin,  
Summer Davis Martinez, Marjorie Nelch,  

Jenny Ohrstrom, section leader 

Alto 
Katherine Altobello O ’Brien, section leader, 

Judy Beglau, Donna Cordes, Karen Cross, Dawn Denne, 
Rebekah Dobrasko, Pamela Hite, June Julian, section leader,  

Shirley Steele, Linda Zander 

Tenor 
Evan Brown, section leader, David Cross, Dan Dworin, 

Mark Istratie, section leader 

Bass 
Anthony Ashley, section leader, Richard Denne,  
Eduardo Duarte, Blaine Grenell, Robert Harlan,  

John Jennings, Mark Olson, Stephen Ottmers, John Proft,  
Trevor Schultze, Gil Zilkha, section leader 


