
This week at St. Martin’s 

Sunday, May 24 PENTECOST  

 9:30am Nursery opens (0-4 Yrs) 
 10:00am Celebratory Worship  
   (livestreamed) 
 11:00am End of Year Celebration with 
   Potluck Luncheon 
 1:00pm St. Martin’s Serves at  
   Mobile Loaves and Fishes 
Monday, May 25 MEMORIAL DAY  
 CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED  
 6:30pm Council meeting 
Tuesday, May 26 
 9:00am WELCA Tack & Pack  

Wednesday, May 27 
 1:00pm Theology Book Study 
Thursday, May 28 
 12:00pm Serves Committee  meeting 
Saturday, May 30 
 3:00pm End of Year Youth Party 
Sunday, May 31 
 9:30am Nursery opens (0-4 Yrs) 
 10:00am Worship 
   (livestreamed) 
 11:00am Lunch Bag Packing Project  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Time with the Pastor 
As your new transitional pastor, I would like to get to know as many of you as possible 
during my time at St. Martin’s. If we have not yet had the chance to visit, and you would 
enjoy sitting down together, please speak with me after worship, call the church office at 
512-476-6757, or email me at pastor.alan@saintmartins.org.                       Pastor Alan 

 The Day of Pentecost 
Sunday, May 24 

Join your SMLC friends after the 10:00 a.m. service  
today as we celebrate the Day of Pentecost with food,  
fellowship, and music. During the luncheon, we will  
enjoy lively jazz music from the Austin Jazz Band,  
directed by Brian Bettger. Special thanks to Janet, Carey, 
and everyone who contributed food, time, and helping 
hands to make this celebration possible! 



 

2026 Sacred Rhythms Newsletter Series 
Phase 1: Foundations 

Week 5 ~ May 24, 2026 ~ The Shema 

Loving with the Full Self:  At Pentecost, we celebrate the Holy Spirit empowering us for God’s Work. 
It’s the perfect time to introduce the Shema, the central prayer of the People of God found in  
Deuteronomy 6:4-5. 

The Shema tells us to love God with all our heart, soul, and strength (and, implied in the Hebrew and 
made explicit when translated into Greek, our mind ). These aren't just poetic words; they are the  
dimensions of human wholeness. When we Work, we are meant to bring our full selves to the task. 
When we fail to apply all of our heart, soul, strength, and mind, our Work quickly degenerates into 
toil. Over the next few weeks, we will look at how to re-engage each part of ourselves in our daily  
callings, no matter our stage of life. 

Scripture for Reflection:  "Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
might." (Deuteronomy 6:4-5, ESV)  

Reflection Question: Which part of yourself is hardest to bring to your daily work or service—your 
heart, your mind, your soul, or your strength? 

Weekly Practice: Identify the Gap Identify which dimension of the Shema is most missing from your 
activity right now. Are you working with your Mind  (reasoning and skill) but without your Heart  
(intentional love)? Are you using your Strength (resources) but neglecting your Soul  (your breath and 
identity as God's child)? Simply name it in prayer each morning. 

Rev. Dr. Janet Brehm Taylor 
graduated Summa Cum Laude and  

received the Alsup-Frierson Fellowship for Excellence 
in Biblical Studies and Hermeneutics  

from Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
on May 17, 2026 



We Remember in prayer 
People in Texas Panhandle affected by wildfires, especially those who lost their homes; 
Katrina LaFaitte and Nora; Paul Levesque; the family of Irene Hilton; Kim; Sherene 
Ekstrom; Don and Kristina Samonte; Ralph Larsen; Ingrid Larsen; Amber Dodson;  
Marcella Wilson; LaVerne Haschke; Helen Altobello; US service men and women serving 
in the Iran War; JoAnn Buerger 

We Continue to pray for 
Eugene Trautmann;  Kent Mickelson; Deb Johnson, Bill Martin, Sam Gourley, Ronnie  
Johnson, Peter Jordahl; Walt Knauff, Arvid Larson, Pat Larson, Doris McGaughy  

Saint Martin ’s Monthly Benevolence Giving & Volunteer Focus 

Your generous gifts of time and resources help keep the Bread for All 
Ministry serving our less fortunate neighbors. Volunteers are always 

needed. You can support this ministry by giving online at 
saintmartins.org: select “Give,” then “Online  Giving, ” and choose 

“Monthly Benevolence” from the dropdown menu.  Or use the QR code 
provided. For more information or to volunteer, contact Summer Davis 

Martinez at serves@saintmartins.org. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

News from the Youth 
Upcoming Events: 

May 30 ~ 3:00pm ~ Youth End of the Year Party at the church 
July 16-19 ~ High School Summer of Service trip to Corpus Christi  

But don’t be a stranger! 
10am church services begin today and continue every 
week during the summer. These offer us the opportunity 
to worship with people who may attend the “other”  
service during the year. The expenses of the church  
continue as well - so if you can, please set up automatic 
payments through your bank, credit card, or Realm.  



Volunteer Committee Chairs 
Connections: Carey Henderson, Janet Brehm Taylor connect@saintmartins.org 

Facilities: Norm Hummell, Bob Daemmrich facilities@saintmartins.org 
Faith Formation : Jackie Chuter faithformation@saintmartins.org 
Serves: Summer Martinez, Ann Howard serve@saintmartins.org 

Worship: Tom Friedrich worship@saintmartins.org 

saint Martin’s leadership 
 
Rev. Dr. Alan J. Watt    Transitional Pastor      
 pastor.alan@saintmartins.org 
Tim O ’Brien      Director of Music 
 tobrien@saintmartins.org 
Kathy Edgar      Communications Coordinator  
 kedgar@saintmartins.org 
Fay Jones      Office Administrator/Volunteer Coordinator 
 fjones@saintmartins.org 
Austin Shortes      Youth Minister 
 ashortes@saintmartins.org  512.537.8724 
Essic Williams      Facilities  Manager 
 essic@saintmartins.org 

St. Martin’s Lutheran Church and Preschool 
www.saintmartins.org 

At-Large Council Members 
Natalie Archer 
Brett Bunger 
Nikki Crouch  
Martha Dorow 
Whitney Myers 
Stephanie Schweinfurth 

School Board    schoolboard@saintmartins.org 
Tim Fackler  
Dawn Flores 
Bill Grosskopf  
Virginia Haas  
Derak Kilgo  
Michael Roth - president 

 

Saint Martin’s Church Council    council@saintmartins.org 
Linda Zander       President 
John Howard      President-Elect 
LaNelle Deardorf      Treasurer   
Michael Bruemmer     Secretary 

Stephen Ministry ~ Help, Hope, Healing 
For assistance in time of crisis, please email stephenministry@saintmartins.org 


