
 

 

August 2, 2026 
10:00AM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

St. Martin’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
606 W 15th Street, Austin, Texas 

WWW.SAINTMARTINS.ORG 

tenth Sunday after 
Pentecost 

http://www.saintmartins.org/


2 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We welcome you to our Summer Worship. The Holy Spirit gathers us around the means of grace - the 

saving Word of God and the sacraments. From the table of communion where Jesus Christ comes 

with forgiveness, life, and salvation, God sends us out to share the good news and to care for those in 

need. 

Families with small children may enjoy playing with toys on the Prayground rug in the narthex. The 

nursery is open for children 0-4 years. The joyful noise of our young ones is always welcome in this 

place. 

Please sign in at the Welcome Desk or on your smartphone and wear a name tag so we can greet each 

other by name. 

Hearing Assistance Devices are available in the narthex, or you can listen through your smart phone. 

The ushers are happy to help you.  

Notes in italics offer directions about the service. The people's responses are in bold. 

 
 
Prelude 
 

 
Gathering 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Welcome 
The tower bell rings as we begin worship. 

 

The people remain seated for the musical reflection. 

Love, Share, & Serve Boldly. 
No matter where you find yourself on your faith journey—join us! 

Here you have found a church home where believers congregate to encourage each 

other and grow spiritually in an abundant relationship with the Lord. At St. Martin’s, 

we promote and value an inclusive fellowship. Whether you are young, old, gay, 

straight, single, married, partnered—from all walks of life, backgrounds, and 

cultures—we welcome you! 
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musical reflection 
We share a piece to invite us into consideration of scripture and worship through 

different voices. 
The Summer Day Mary Oliver 
Who made the world?  

Who made the swan, and the black bear?  

Who made the grasshopper?  

This grasshopper, I mean—  

the one who has flung herself out of the grass,  

the one who is eating sugar out of my hand,  

who is moving her jaws back and forth instead of up and down—  

who is gazing around with her enormous and complicated eyes.  

Now she lifts her pale forearms and thoroughly washes her face.  

Now she snaps her wings open, and floats away.  

I don't know exactly what a prayer is.  

I do know how to pay attention,  

how to fall down into the grass,  

how to kneel down in the grass,  

how to be idle and blessed,  

how to stroll through the fields,  

which is what I have been doing all day.  

Tell me, what else should I have done?  

Doesn't everything die at last, and too soon?  

Tell me, what is it you plan to do with your one wild and precious life? 

 

 

The people stand as they are able. 
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gathering hymn ELW 423 
shall we gather at the river hanson place 
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apostolic GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  

Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover 

creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body 

and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our  Savior and Lord. 

Amen.  

 

The people are seated. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

first READING:  Isaiah 55:1-5 
1 Hear, everyone who thirsts; 

  come to the waters; 

 and you who have no money, 

  come, buy and eat! 

 Come, buy wine and milk  

  without money and without price. 

 2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread 

  and your earnings for that which does not satisfy? 

 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 

  and delight yourselves in rich food. 

 3 Incline your ear, and come to me; 

  listen, so that you may live. 

 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 

  my steadfast, sure love for David. 

 4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

  a leader and commander for the peoples. 

 5 Now you shall call nations that you do not know, 

  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 

 because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 

  for he has glorified you. 

Word of God, word of life.  

Thanks be to God.  
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second READING:  romans 9:1-5 
1 I am speaking the truth in Christ —I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the 

Holy Spirit —2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could 

wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own 

brothers and sisters, my own flesh and blood. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong 

the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the 

promises; 5 to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, 

comes the Christ, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

The people stand as they are able. 

 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 
 



8 

 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 14:13-21 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  
13 Now when Jesus heard about the beheading of John the Baptist, he withdrew from 

there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they 

followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd, 

and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 15 When it was evening, the 

disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; 

send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for 

themselves.” 16 Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something 

to eat.” 17 They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18 And he 

said, “Bring them here to me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. 

Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed and broke 

the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 
20 And all ate and were filled, and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, 

twelve baskets full. 21 And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides 

women and children. 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

CHILDREN INVITATION 
As the adults are seated, the children are invited to come forward for their special time. 
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Children’s song 

 
CHILDREN'S TIME 

 
SERMON 
 

Prayer cards are collected by the ushers during the hymn. Prayer requests 

may also be sent via email or text message to prayer@saintmartins.org. 

 

The people stand as they are able. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  elw 661 
I LOVE TO TELL THE STORY HANKEY 
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apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father 

almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only 

Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, 

and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition ends with: God of grace, hear our prayer. 
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PEACE 
Presiding Minister: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

 

The people are invited to share Christ’s peace with each other. 

 

The people are seated. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Offering 
St. Martin’s and its ministries are supported by our offerings of ourselves,  

our time, and our possessions. We give now as God has so graciously  

given to us. To donate, go to saintmartins.org/giving or scan the QR code. 

  

 
MUSICAL OFFERING 
love can build a bridge john barlow jarvis, naomi judd, paul overstreet 
 

I'd gladly walk across the desert  

With no shoes upon my feet  

To share with you the last bite  

Of bread I had to eat  

I would swim out to save you  

In your sea of broken dreams  

When all your hopes are sinkin'  

Let me show you what love means 

Love can build a bridge  

Between your heart and mine  

 

Love can build a bridge  

Don't you think it's time? 

I would whisper love so loudly  

Every heart could understand  

That love and only love  

Can join the tribes of man  

I would give my heart's desire   

So that you might see  

The first step is to realize  

That it all begins with you and me 

 

 

 

http://www.saintmartins.org/giving
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The people stand as they are able.   

 

OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray together. 

Creator God,  in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good  and the harvest is 

plentiful.  Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, 

that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  

Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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Holy God,  our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, 

in the harmonious world of your creation, 

the plants and animals, the seas and stars 

were whole and well in your praise. 

 

When sin had scarred the world, 

you sent your Son to heal our ills 

and to form us again into one. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, 

his acts of healing, 

his body given up, 

and his victory over death, 

we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 

will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 
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Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 

as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 

so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 

that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 

 

Through him all glory and honor is yours,  

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,  

in your holy Church,  

both now and forever. 

Amen.  

 

 
 

 



 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The people are seated. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Our communion table is open to all. Everyone is welcome to receive communion 

regardless of age or denomination. We practice distribution by taking the wafer in your 

hand, then before consuming the bread, dipping it into the bowl of wine. If you prefer a 

blessing, cross your arms over your chest at the altar. Grape juice and gluten free wafers 

are available on the small table as you approach the altar. If you prefer to remain in 

your seat, please pick up a communion cup in the Narthex or ask an usher to let the 

minister know to bring communion to you. You are invited to bring your personal 

prayer concerns to the Stephen Minister who will be near the altar. You are welcome to 

light a prayer candle on the table nearby.  
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lamb of God 
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MUSIC AT COMMUNION 
ASHOKAN FAREWELL JAY UNGAR & MOLLY MASON 

T he people stand as they are able. 

 

TABLE BLESSING  
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you today, tomorrow and always. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Let us pray together. 

Mothering God,  you gathered us to your table, and we drank deeply of your grace. 

Send us out by your Spirit  to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your  

love in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

The people are seated. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Birthdays and Anniversaries  

Happy Birthday to you   

To Jesus be true  

May God bless you always  

Happy Birthday to you!  

 

 

The people stand as they are able. 

 

BLESSING 
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 

and the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. 

Amen.  
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SENDING HYMN  ELW 697 
just a closer walk with thee closer walk 

 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in  peace. Live by the Spirit. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE 
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SERVING TODAY 
Pastor Alan J. Watt - preaching/presiding 

Ann Howard - assisting minister 

Jackie Chuter - lector 

Pat Larson - communion assistants 

Jennifer Anderson - Stephen Minister 

 

Tim O'Brien - Director of Music 

Austin Haller - Organist & Associate Director of Music 

St. Martin's Summer Choir 

Katherine Altobello, Mark Istratie, vocals 

Sara Lam Sasaki, violin 

Darin Layne, guitar 

Utah Hamrick, bass 

Andrew Fuhrman, drums 

 

Mike Kaase- sound 

Eddie Jennings - video 

Garry Flandermeyer, Jeff Hinkle, Norm Hummell - ushers 

Joan O'Mara - Welcome Desk 

Tom Blomquist, Nancy Schroeder, Virginia Haas, Mamie Hickerson,  

Donna Gunter, Carey Henderson - Altar Guild 

Jackie Chuter - fellowship snacks 

 

 

 

 

 
Copyright Acknowledgements: Liturgy, prayers and scripture texts (NRSV) reprinted from Sundays and Seasons 

© 2026 Augsburg Fortress, used by permission.  All other text is listed in Public Domain. 
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