THIS WEEK AT ST. MARTIN’S

Sunday, August 2 Wednesday, August 5
9:00am Crossways Bible Study 1:00pm Theology Book Study
9:30am Nursery opens (0-4 Yrs) 5:30pm Committee Chairs meeting
10:00am  Worship (livestreamed) Thursday, August 6
11:00am  Serves Committee meeting 7:00pm Gather Austin
Monday, August 3 Saturday, August 8
10:30am  Bread for All (packing) 8:00am Mop & Hammer
4:45pm St. Martin’s Serves as Sunday, August 9 ST. MARTIN’S DAY OF SERVICE
Bread for All 9:00am Crossways Bible Study
Tuesday, August 4 9:30am Nursery opens (0-4 Yrs)
9:00am WELCA Tack & Pack 10:00am  Worship (livestreamed)

11:00Am  St. Martin’s Day of Service

We are glad you are here - whether a long time member or a first time visitor.
Please wear a name tag and greet someone new today!

St. Martin’s Serves Together ~ Sunday, August 9, 2026
Come casual and roll up your sleeves to join fellow members as we do a variety of
hands-on service projects for all ages after church. There will be a Bloodmobile onsite
for blood donations. You can also help by donating diapers and canned goods for Bread
for All, and school supplies for Tack and Pack.

Summer Sermon Series on Romans
In our church calendar, every Sunday this summer we have a passage from the Letter of St. Paul to the
Romans. This letter represents the most developed presentation of his understanding of the Christian
faith. And in turn, the namesake of our denomination - Martin Luther - relied heavily on it for his
own understanding of faith. Here, then, is the schedule for this summer’s sermons. I hope and pray
that they comfort you, challenge you, and give you food for thought.

August 2 Romans 9:1-5 “Christians & Jews, Part I”
August9 Romans 10:5-15  “Christians & Christians”
August 16 Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32

“Christians & Jews, Part II”
August 23 Romans 12:1-8 ~ “A Place in the Choir”
August 30 Romans 12:9-21  “Overcome Evil with Good”



2026 Sacred Rhythms Newsletter Series
Week 15 ~ August 2, 2026 ~ What is Toil? — %2y Amal

Working Without Strength: When we work without “much-ness” or “strength” Me'od (
—(78% or rather, when we use our Me’od only for ourselves—we follow the rich fool in the
belief that our resources are for our protection, rather than for sowing into the world.
Working without your much-ness in the biblical sense looks like hoarding talents or time
because you're afraid you won’t have enough. God’s economy is different: we find our
strength by giving it away. When we align our resources with God's purposes, our
much-ness becomes a source of life for everyone around us.

Scripture for Reflection: "And he told them a parable, saying "The land of a rich man pro-
duced plentifully, and he thought to himself, “What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my
crops?” And he said, “I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there
I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods
laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”” But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night
your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is the
one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”" (Luke 12:16-21, ESV)

Reflection Question: Where are you holding back your strength or resources out of fear?
What would it look like to "sow" that strength instead?

Weekly Practice: The Release Act Identify one thing you’ve been hoarding—perhaps a
skill you haven't shared, a sum of money you've been clinging to, or time you've been
protecting to too closely. Find one way to release it this week in a way that serves
someone else.
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STRIKE a pose and SPARE Christine a headache!
August Women’s Fellowship Event - Bowling at Highland Lanes
Thursday, August 13 ~ 7-9pm ... 8909 Burnet Rd.
RSVP no later than Sunday, August 9 so Christine can reserve lanes
: Cost will be + $20 which includes shoe rental. P
i ALL women of St. Martin’s and their friends are invited to come play. :
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Mid-Day Prayer: 11:30-11:45 AM ~ Evening Prayer: 8:30-8:45 PM
For a moment of holy rest in the middle of a hectic day or a peaceful community connection
before bed, come join us as we practice these vital rhythms together. Monday through Saturday.
Contact faithformation@saintmartins.org for more information.




Saint Martin’s Monthly Benevolence Giving & Volunteer Focus

Your financial support helps the St. Martin’s Preschool award scholarships to

children through the Jean Coburn Hill Scholarship Fund. Your gift provides

tuition assistance to children who might not otherwise be able to participate [s] [s]
in our outstanding program. Every donation supports families, strengthens i_ﬁ
our community, and shares God's love. Thank you for helping more children %
have the opportunity to learn, grow, and thrive in a safe, loving, and faith [m]ax2
filled environment. Please use the QR code to donate to the scholarship fund.

What says “back to school” more than filling backpacks with supplies and
books? Well, here at St. Martin’s Lutheran Church, we believe those
backpacks need a special blessing for them and the children who will be
carrying them. During the worship service on August 16, that is just what
will happen! And a little gift to decorate each backpack will be given!

Celebrate Summer with St. Martin’s! o ¢ Splish, Splash,
August 16, 11:30am-1:30pm Ducky!
Families with elementary-age children or grandchildren are invited to P 5
join us for a fun-filled water play date at the splash pad at Pease Park.
Water games, cool treats, picnic lunch provided! Please RSVP to
faithformation@saintmartins.org.
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Tack & Pack Scheel Supplies (o ‘Culhenon Welld Relie
In addition to making beautiful quilts for Lutheran World Relief, St.
Martin’s Tack & Pack assembles backpacks and fills them with donated
school supplies. Please see this week’s edition of “Shares” for more
information.

WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Sofia; Judy; friends and family of Danny Roth; those impacted by the recent flooding; the Satka

family; friends and family of Ingrid Fust; Ted Schweinfurth; Robin Nunnelly; Helen Altobello;
JoAnn Buerger; US service men and women serving in the Iran War

WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR

Eugene Trautmann; Kent Mickelson; Deb Johnson, Bill Martin, Sam Gourley, Ronnie
Johnson, Peter Jordahl; Walt Knauff, Arvid Larson, Pat Larson, Doris McGaughy



SAINT MARTIN’S LEADERSHIP

Rev. Dr. Alan J. Watt Transitional Pastor
pastor.alan@saintmartins.org

Chris Baker Business Manager
cbaker@saintmartins.org

Kathy Edgar Communications Coordinator
kedgar@saintmartins.org

Fay Jones Office Administrator/Volunteer Coordinator
flones@saintmartins.org

Tim O’Brien Director of Music
tobrien@saintmartins.org

Essic Williams Facilities Manager

essic@saintmartins.org

Saint Martin’s Church Council council@saintmartins.org
Linda Zander President

John Howard President-Elect

LaNelle Deardorf Treasurer

Michael Bruemmer Secretary

At-Large Council Members School Board  schoolboard@saintmartins.org
Natalie Archer Tim Fackler

Brett Bunger Dawn Flores

Nikki Crouch Bill Grosskopf

Martha Dorow Virginia Haas

Whitney Myers Derak Kilgo

Stephanie Schweinfurth Michael Roth - president

Volunteer Committee Chairs
Connections: Carey Henderson, connect@saintmartins.org
Facilities: Norm Hummell, Bob Daemmrich facilities@saintmartins.org
Faith Formation: Jackie Chuter faithformation@saintmartins.org
Serves: Summer Martinez, Ann Howard serve@saintmartins.org
Worship: Tom Friedrich worship@saintmartins.org

Stephen Ministry ~ Help, Hope, Healing
For assistance in time of crisis, please email stephenministry@saintmartins.org

ST. MARTIN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH AND PRESCHOOL
WWW.SAINTMARTINS.ORG



